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CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


| To a Seaſonable and Important Queſtion, pro- 


pos'd to him by a Tun and Religious Member of 


the preſent Houſe of COM M ONS. 


SIR, 


HE Suppart and Security of the Govern- 
ment, as now by Law eſtabliſéd, both in 
Church and State, is ſo publick a good, that 
all good Cbriſtians and Subjects, within theſe 

, Kingdoms, are oblig*d to open their Veins 
and Purſes for it; and, 4 fortiori, to oper 

their Mouths, and put their Pens to Paper 

for it, in a time of Trial. And ſince you are pleas'd to con- 
deſcend ſo far, as to ask my poor private judgment, as if 
you meant to rely upon it, in a Caſe of ſuch publick /mpor- 
tence, I will fave you and my ſelf the trouble of any Y, 
and truſt to your Candor, and my own good Intentions, in ſet- 
«+ A 2 ting 
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ding down what I judge to be your's, and my duty in all ſin- 
8 cerity, (which God knows I have done; ) and leave to him 
4 and you the pardoning of my Errors; which I hope you will 
at leaſt cover from being any common Nuiſance to others, or 
„any private Damage to my ſelf. You are alwaies pleas'd to 
allow me as much freedom in Writing as in Thinking, and 
therefore 1 do the more freely pour my indigeſted Thought: 
into your Boſom, as well to eaſe my own Mind, as to un- 
derſtaud what your*s will be of the whole matter; for I am 
ſenſible, T hat the Commands you have laid upon me, are ra- 
ther directed to try my Obedience, than to ſupply want of In- 
formation in any Point, which concerns your Duty to God or 
the King: And therefore I muſt rather expoſe my own real 
Defetts, than not endeavour to -fupply your imaginary ones ; 
who will be alwaies, 4s much as can, though not ſo much as / 

o«ght to be, your Servant. 
They, who leaſt conſider hazzard in the doing of their duty 


| fave beſt ſtill : Mens Tongues are their own ; nor is it in your ® 


power or nine, to preſcribe what ſhall be ſpoken for or 4 
gainſt us, by them who make al Men Papiſts, who are not 
Schiſmaticks ; nor will they ever believe us far enough from Rome, 
unleſs we will bear them Company to Geneva. But we have 
not ſo learned Chriſt : We have been taught how to govern 
our ſelves, both towards Papal and Popular — and to 
1 Cor. 1 give wnto — the things which are Caſar'i, and to God the things 
15. that are Gods, What I now fpeak, inthis Paper, is, Iam ſure, 
to awiſe Man; Judge you what T ſay. 
Now, firſt, Sir, give me leave to premiſe, That a Caſe 
of Conſcience, and a Caſe of Prudence, are not alwaies the 
ſame Caſe; and therefore would require more than one Re- 
ſolution ;, they ſeem to juſt as much, as what is Lawful 
and what is Expedient, Terms that often meet together, ma 
eidem competere, but are not convertible, and very often cannot 
todem affirmari. Some things that are lawful may not be ex- 
pedient ;, and ſome things have of late years ( as you well re- 
member) been thought expedient (as the Black: Bill of Exclu- 
Pon ) which you, and I knew to be af and tho the 
calling it Chrzſtian Prudence do diſtinguiſh it from rhar, and 
ſuch-like Vnchriſtian Projects of ſome State-Politician,, and ſup- 
paſe it only converſant about things lawful; yet ſtill there 
is 
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is a difference between what I ovght, and muſt, as bound in 
Conſcience todo, that I may approve my ſelf an honeſt Man, 
and a good Subject; and what I mayor ſhould do at this juntture, 


to prove my ſelf a diſcreet and prudint Man: If 1 do not the 


former, I Sin both againſt God and the Xing; if not the latter, 
I do not Sin mortally, though I act fooliſhly Which will prove 
the Caſe of very many, whom it will bs hard for you or 
me to make ſo Wiſe as they ſhould be, becauſe they conceie them- 
ſclves to be Wiſe exongh already. 

Prudence is not only a Aral but a Chriſtian Vertue, and 
ſuch as is neceſſary to the conſtituting of al others, Nec Religio 
ulla ſine ſapientia ſuſcigienda eſt, nec ulla ſine Religtone probanda 
ſapten'ta : Without Prudence our very Zeal for the Church 
of Ex land, would prove but a kind of pics Phreneſy : For 
— our Intentions to preſerve it, were never ſo juſtiſiable, 
or commendable ;, yet if we did not prudently chooſe appropriate 
means for the attainment of that Good End, we ſhould ander- 
vine the thing, which we would have </fabliſhed, and defeat 
our own Aims; for a good Intention will never alter the 
Nature of an ill Alion: We maſt therefore have ow Eyes in 
our Heads, that we be not practiꝰd upon, to our own, or the 
Churches Ruine; and be ſure to juige of the things in queſtion, 
according to Truth and Charity: Non ex eo quod eſt fallimur, 
ſed ex.eo quod non eſt; we are not cheated with Realities, but 
with Di/guiſes and Appearances of things; with thoſe coun- 
terfeir Shapes which our ſelves or others have given them: Sa- 
piens eft, cui res ſaptunt, ut ſunt, He is a Prudent Man to whom 
things ſavour, and reliſh u they are. Who can abſtract the 
Il that be, from the Good that appears to be, and ſever 
the Colow from the Thing. Wiſe Men cannot be content to 
be abusꝰd with Umbrages; they will conſider firſt, what is ju/# 
and honeſt, and then what is fit, decent and advantageous ;, they 
will firſt argue the matter, in point of Conſcience, what is L- 
ful; both for the Church*s Intereſt and their own ;, and then in 
point of Prudence, what is Adviſable; that ſo in the Concluſion 
they may pleaſe both God andthe King. 

And accordingly, I ſuppoſe the meaning of your inquiry 
to be, What Reſpett the True Sons of the Church of Eg 
may, ſalva Conſcientia, (and therefore, as things now ſtand, 
muſt, and ought) in Prudence to bear to the Religion, of that 
Church, whereof the King is a Member ? To- 
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Towards the ſtating and reſolving of which Queſtion, twill, 
perhaps, not 22 to mention what is meant by 
the Ring —— and who, by the True Sons of the Church of 
England what ſort of Reſpect or Honour it may juſtly 
challenge from them, at this time eſpecially. For when there 
is any, though but lirtle Difficulty or Ambigaaty in the Terms, it 
is fit they ſhould be explained ; nor may one preſume, that 
they are generally underſtood aright, becauſe they are, by 


ſome. 


The Roman C atholick, Religion is capable of my_ and minus; 
has Degrees of Better and Worſe : There is a Court, as well 
as Church of Rome; and *twill not be impertinent to ask, Of 
which it is we ſpeak in this Caſe ? becauſe the . 
chat, will very much influence the re here inquir*d of; 
and we ſee that the oft, the Beſt, the Trueſt Sons of the 
Church of England, have more kindneſs and reſpect for one ſort than 


"Tis fit, likewiſe, That the —_— of the True Sons of the 
Church of land ſhould be adjuſted ; and that the rather, 
becauſe the World was — lately ſo ſhamefully imposd on by 
the equivocal Signification of True Proteſtants; and we know 
not, but there may be ſtill ſome of that illegitimate and ſpuri- 
ous Off-ſpring maintain'd under the eſe of the Trae Sons of 
the Church of England; of whom the Father of our Coun- 
5 and our Mother-Church have reaſon to be aſhamed, By 
2 True Son of the Church of England, I mean one, wha gives 
his Aſent and Conſent unfeignedly to the Doctrines of the 
Church, contained in the 7 hirty nine Articles and Homilies, as 
they were received and expounded in the time of Xing Charles 
the Martyr, and in the Book, of Comman-Prayer; and who is 
truly conformable to the Worſhip and Diſcipline of the ſame, 
(as far as he & or may be concerrd, ) contained in her In- 
junctions, Canons and Rubricks;, one who as ſtrictly obſerves the 
Faſts and Feſtivals of the Church, as they are ſolemnly bid, and 
rhe lamful Command; of the Ordinary. 

Which Sons of the Church, may be alſo conſider'd as Clergy 
or Lay-men; and theſe again as Private-men, or Magiſtrates, 
and Members of Parliament, (as you your ſelf are; ) whom 
though I am not ſit to adviſe or inſtruct when you ſit on that 
Bench; yet whillt you are yet at v Country Houſe, you have 

given 
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given me no Reaſon to queſtion, but that my Comnſel, as 
mean as it is, will challenge its Welcome. Non tantxs Ego Tertul. ad 
ſum ut vor — * verintamen & gladiatores perfettiſſumos, NMent. 
* non tam um magiſtri, ſed etiam idiota adbortantur de long inquo, 
| ut ſepe de ipſo — dictata 2 profuermt ) For accord- 
2 ing to theſe differences of Orders and Degrees, a different Re- 
| | Sa be expefed from them, in the preſent caſe of our 
de 
o Laſtly, We muſt conſider what it is, to Reſpeft and Honour the 
| King and his Religion, and in what his Honour conſiſts. 
| And this is cither internal or external; the former conſiſts in 
a due eſteem of the Perſon and Thing ſo Honoured and Reſpect- 
ed; and the latter in a ſu external Behaviour towards 
them; and both the one and the other are to be paid to the 
King; both the internal, by maintaining an high eſteemof him 
| in our Hearts; and the external, by behaving our ſelves ſo, 
as may beſt expref that inward eſtcem we have of him, and 
propagate it in others, with whom we converſe : For our A 
| Craciaus Prince may juſtly require of us, as Sau did of Samuel, . 8 
| That we ſbould Honour him before the People, for 2s Kings are 2 
Gods by depaation, ſo are they in ſome ſenſe to be honoured as 
| Cad; and accordingly, as we are to Honour God, Whether , cor. 15 
we Eat or Drink, or whatſoever we do, by doing all to his Glory; 31. 
| that is, ſo as to begee in others the higheſt eſteem of him, a 
ſuch as becomes his tranſcendent Glory; ſo muſt we Ho- 
nour his Vicegerent, by doing all things, which we lawfully may, 
without intrenching upon God's Honour, for the King*s Glory, 
whereby we may beger and propagate in others, ſuch an bigh eſteem 
of him, both as a Chriſtian and Prince; ſuch a due Veneration 
of his Royalty and Kcligin, as becomes his ſupreme Dignity and 
his Chriftian Vertnes. a 
The Terms of the Queſtion being thus diſtinguiſd and ex- 
plain*'d, I proceed to give a adiſtinct Anſwer to the ſame, in 
theſe following Conc luſions. f. Every Man, of what Rank 
or Order ſoever, is bound in Conſcience to keep cloſe to the Re- 
lg ion which he verily believes to be True, which the Queſtion it 
iclf ſuppoſes. There always have been, there are, and there 
ever will be differences in our Judgments, till there be none in 
the Faces of Men; only let them be Sincere, Innocent and In- 
of enfrye , which they will then be, when our Converſ>tions are 
als 
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all of a piece, and we delight to ſerve the Will of God entirely 
and ſincerely, and to attend upon his Providence without 
any Reluftancy or Diſturbance, ſo as to bring our Wills 
and all our Actions, Ends and Deſigns into a compliance with 
it, duly conſidering that we came into this World by God's 
appointment, not to do our own Wills, but the Will of him 
tht ſent u. When we devote our ſelves to the Will of God, as 
far as he has reveal d it to us, to ſerve it faithfully and entirely, 

Smith's and © reſt well ſatisfied with the Wiſdom of his Proceedings, 
Selef diſc. * who determines all things by an eternal Rule of Goodneſs, 
437. * we enroll our ſelves in Eternity: For as Gods Kingdom is ſer 
* up, ſo may the Devil Kingdom be pulPd down, without the noiſe 
© of Axe and Hammers, We may then attain to the greateſt 
% Atchievements againſt the Gates of Death and Hell, when 

«we molt of all poſſeſs our own Souls in Patience, and collect 

our Minds into the moſt peaceable compo,d and united Tem- 

* per. The ations of true practical Religion are like that of the 
Heavens, as ſilent as they are ſwift : Though the motions of 

Grace are ual, yet are they ſoft and gentle, and it acts 

moſt powerfully in them, in whom it acts moſt peaceabiy. Eve- 

ry Perſon who owns ay, pretends it to be the true Religion 

like Brutus and Caſſius, Ubicunque ipſi eſſent, pretexebant eſſe 
Rempublicam; they will allow none to be the True Church, but 

that of which they are Members ; and they will have the Gares 

of Heaven to be open'd to none but themſelves ; and allow no 
Wedding Garment, but ſuch as is of their own Spinning: Ma- 

tow nullam habere quam non ſuam, They had rather there ſhould 

be no Religion profeſſed in the World, than that their own 

ſhould not take place; and therefore a Man had need count 
Doftrines and Opinions as well as Money after his Father; and 

if he do ſo, he will find mary of theſe (though never ſo fair 
without) to be counterfeit within: And that whilſt one is of Paul, 

and another of Apollo, and a third of Cephas, there are but 

few of Chriſt : That theſe Diſtractions in Religion are the De- 
ſtruction of it, and that the conſcionable part, which is the 

Life of all True Religion, is loſt in the Controverſies of it. When 
there is no mind of yielding on either ſide, there will be no 
end of Diſputes, but galling one another, of which the Apoſtle 
Epheſ. 4.2. juſtly complains, and perſwades us rather to forbear, and 
forgive ont another, as becomes the Diſciples of the Prince 


of 


id. 473. 


(9) 
of Peace, Why ſhould we ſhew /o much Violence in theſe 
Points, of which we can have no certain Evidence ? They are 
not Chriſtians of a ſoumd Conſtitution, who labour under ſuch Firs 
of wmatural Zeal ; nor have they their Converſation in Hea- 
ven For this is not to Follow Peace with all Men, and Holi- Heb. 12. 
ve; without which none ſhall ſee God; who ſearches the Se- 14 
crets of the Hearts, and loves weak Sincerity better than 
ſtrong Hypocriſy ; which is the Original of all ſuch Vnchriſtien 
Heats. 

Every Man, as well the Prince as the Subject, is bound to 
ſtand up in his own way, for the defence of that Religion, which 
he verily believes to be True. And when the Foundations of 
Faith are ſhaken, either by Superſtition or Proſanene, he who 
pats not out his Hand, as firmly as he can (with Juſtice and 
Charity) to ſupport it, is to wary, and may come to be con- 
demn'd at the laſt Day, for his Veutraliry, and for having 
more care of himſelf than of the Cauſe of Chriſt; and it may 
prove a warinef, which, in the end, will bring more danger 
than it ſhuns. We think our ſelves therefore oblig'd to lay 
aſide the Rule of a late Philoſopher of our own Country 
That every Prince is God's Interpreter, (and ſo c—_ 
That Hu Religion ought to be Onrs: ) For except Contrads 
tions could at the ſame time be rue, it would make Goa the 
Author «f all the Religions in the World, of which there are many 
ſo called, _— are —_ Pure nor 22 But wo — 

uiry is, ſaving ow own Integrity, a ng Humbly an 

Oprighrl with God, who bates Far pb , and playing Faſt and 
Looje, concerning a fort of Brotherly Forbearance and good 
Manners; (to which Chriſt was never thought to be an E- 
nemy. ) Let us ſcriouſly conſider, what ſhall be done to that 
Religion, which the King deſires to honowr , and which He 
embraces, as the beſt in his Judgment. To which 1 an- 
{wer 
2dly That the True Sons of the Church of England, of what 
Quality or Degree ſoever, ought not to have a le, Reſpett for the 
King, for being of another Church or Religion ; becauſe, as 
Dominion is not —— in Grace, ſo neither is ow Duty 
grounded upon having a Religion common, both to the Kin 
and bus Subjetts, Neither will it ſuffice to ſay, That thoug 


we cannot pay him the ſam high Reſpett that we would, if he 
B were 
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were of our Church and Faith; yet we will ſtill be Loyal: For 
this High Reſpect is a main part of the Thing; and as faſt as 
this lejjens and cools, the remainder of Loyalty will proporti- 
onably grow fainter, as to its outward Exerciſe. And if Re- 

ligion be once ſet up againſt Loyalty, they will both be ſpoiPA, 
Though the Prince be of one Religion, and the People of ano- 
ther, yet he will be Gractoxs if they are Loyal; and they may 
live very quictly together, if they do their Duty to Cod and 
Him. The Elector of Brandenburgh is himſelf a ſtrict Cal- 
viniſt, and moſt of his Subjects Lutherans; and a late Duke 
of Zell was a Papiſt, and his Subjects of the Reform Reli- 
gion; and yet liv'd in all Love and Concord, as we may do, 
1 am ſure, in this Kingdom, better than any People in the 
World, if we are not wanting to our ſelves. And therefore 
he is neither a Good Chriſtian nor Subject, who does not do 
all things that are Lawful and Honeſt, which his Sovereign 
expects or requires, with all Aacricy and Kefpett , without 
Murmuring, Diſputing or Kepining: Or who would limit his 
Prince*s Pleaſure where God hath not done it? ?Tis no good 
Religion, whoſe Principles deſtroy any Day of Religion, or 
give any Diſturbance to the Government, or alienate the Hearts 
of his Subjects from the Supreme Governor. Ou, I am 
ſure, will not ſuffer it; nor matters it, what Religion any Man is 
of, that is a Rebel, The Opinion of his Sect will neither /a- 
tisfie the State, nor ſave his Soul. Whatſoever is Peeviſh, Di/- 
reſpectful, Unthankful, or Diſpiſing of Digmities, is againſt the 
Form of Sound Doctrine, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
Sedulivs taught us. Lex Chriſtiana neminem ſauo jure aut domi, ic 2 

Hymn wat, non eripit mort alia, qui regna dat calcſtia, And our 

Bract. de is as clear as God's in this Point; Nemo de factis ſuis preſu- 
Leg & mat diſquirere, multo minus contra fattum ſuum venire, ſaith the 
Conf. 1. 4, Learned Bratton, who was Lord-Chief-Fuſtice Twenty Tears 
*8- . 5. under Henry III. And therefore tis no nc Law of new Judges, 
of a Popiſh Prince's putting in, but the old Law of England. 
til Nullus eſt qua ab eo fattorum aut rationes exigere poſſit, aut p@- 
nas, I is not Tyramy, Infidelity, Hereſy, or Apoſtacy, that can 
diſcharge the SubjetPs Duty to his Prince; as we are truly 
inſtructed in that Excellent Book, which was formerly, and 
P. 3-v.49 0:1ght ſtill to be read in our pwblick, Schools, called Deu, & Kex. 
= - ©5- Neither Prieft nor People mult leſſen their Reſpecti ro the King, 
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upon theſe, or any other Pretences whatſoever. The deport- 
ment of the Saints of God towards the perſons of Princes, 
was always Humble, and their hehaviour — Nathan Kings t. 
the Prophet bow'd his Face to the Ground before David; 23. 
the Aire always ſtoop'd to the Crown : And when the 
Prince fits on his Throne, the Prophet himſelf muſt be ar 
his Foorſtool : Nay when Princes were themſelves V»boly, the 
Saints of God ſhew'd them all Reffetts imaginable; not as 
Sinners, but as Sovereign. Saul was none of the beſt of Prin- 
ces to any, eſpecially to David, (to whom he could never af- 
ford a good Word) and yet David calls him My Lord the 1 Sam. 24 
King: and that not out of Flatrery and Co tip, but of Loy- 
alty and Duty: Nor had he behav'd himſelf like a Sant, nor 
a Man after Goa own Heart, if not like a Subject, and been 
afraid to ſpeak.evil of Dignities ;, the worſt of which, even Pha- 
raoh himſelf, was of God's raiſing up, and ought to be to his 
Subjects as an Angel of God, in boſheth*'s judgment: Nay 
the Immortal King calls them Mortal Gods, I have ſaid ye are 25m. 19. 
Gods (tho Devils in PraCtice z ) they are Fountains and Objects r 3 
of Honour; Nero as well as Auguſtus, Julian as well as Con- 
ſtantinc; not as Holy ( for Dominion is not founded in Grace) 
but as Spreme ; not for their Goodnef, but for their Grearnef ; | 
for they are at worſt more worth than Ten thouſand of us : 2 Sam. 18. 
They are the Lord-Treaſurers of Heaven, put in Places of 3 
more Truſt and Honour than other Men; they are intruſted 
with our Eſtates, Liberties and Lives, with our Religion 
and Souls; they are the Churches Nurſog-Fathers, and Gods 
Vicegerents , his Prime Miniſters : And who may ſay to them, What Eccl. 8. 4. 
dot thou ? *Tis not who dares ſay, but who. may lawfully or 
ought to do it, with Impunity ? For ſo Elibu Interprets it. 7s Job 34.18. 
it fit to ſay to 4 King, Thou art Wicked, and to Princes, Te are 
Ungodly ? It is not only «nſafe, in reſpect of the danger, but 
it is an w:/anttificd and ſinful Say ing; it is damnable and next 
to Blaſphemy ;, *tis a Wickednels againſt God, and a Wound 
to our own Souls. Let the Powers ſer over u be what they 
will, we muſt ſuffer them, and not attempt to right our ſelves, 
And therefore Tertullian boaſts with Confidence, that when 
Peſcenius Niger in Syria, and Clodius Albinus in France and 
Brittany , rebell'd againſt Septimus Severw ( a Bloody and 
Cruel Emperor, ) and pretended piety and Publick Good, yet 
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none of the Chriſtians joyn'd with cither. The Thebean Legion, 
in the Eightcenth Year of Diocieſian, ſuffered themſelves to be 
cut in Pieces every Man, 6666. in number, by Aaximianus the 
Emperor: No Man in that great advantage of Number, Or- 
der and Provocation, lifting up their Hundt, except it were in 
Prayers : And the Chriſtians under Julian ( tho an = ſpaſt ate from 
his Kel:gion ) had Arms for him, but none againſt him; though 
he brought the Commenwealth it felt, as well as the Church in dan- 
ger. Ihe only diverſion they gave to his d-mmable C vum ſelt, 
and Detigns, was their Prayers and Tears; which as it was 
St. Paul's Fai.h, is ſtill an Article of the Chriſtian Religion, to 
which great 1ratb%nd Duty none hath born, or ever will bear, 
grew Inn than the Church of England, No Man of any 


Learning or Religion, in her Communion, ill ever ſay or do an 


thing againſt che Honour or Intereſt of his Prince; for it is 
God's Power in the Supreme Magiſtrate, be it good or bad: And 


therefore whoſoever rebels againſt him, rebels againſt the 


Power and Diſpen ſation of Cod; if he uſe the Power for Deſtrutti- 
on, which was given him for Edification, I have nothing to do, but 
ſomething to ſuffer; let God take care, if he pleaſe: We had 
better ſuffer /rconvemencies-from one, than from cvery one, Re- 
ligion without mixtures of Ambition and Intereſt, works no 
violent effetts on the State, and therefore, when the Fewiſh En- 
pire was deſtroyed, and they were carried captive into Baby- 
lon, God commanded them to ſeck the Peace of the City, whither 
he had cauſed them to be carried Captives, and to pray unto the 
Er. 25. 7- Lord forit, for in the Peace thereof ſhall ye have Peace; i. e. they 
were to miniſter to the publick Peace as Subjects and Servants, 
by paying a chearful Obedience to the Commands of the King o 
Bale on, and obſerving his Lews, though contrary to their own. 
There was no Law of the Romans by which Chriſt could have 
ret. 2. been pat to Death, and yet He ſuffered patiently and threatned 
19, 20, 21.79t, leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow his ſteps And 
accordingly the Primitive Chriſtians took their Lives in their 
Hands, to Fight the battles of Pagan and Tyramical Empe- 
rors, and patiently laid them down at laſt, rather than make 
or countenance any Reſiſtance againſt them; and if ever we 
learn Purity of Doctrine or Imocency of Life, it muſt be from 
them, and from the Councils of the Church, who for Twelve 
hundred Years,taught no other Doctrine. 1 
er 
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Tertullian prayed for Domitian, as great a Tyrant as he was, 
* That God would give him a long Life, ſecure Empire, ſtout 
Armies, faithful Senators, and all that his Heart could wiſh. 
They were ſubject to their Temporal Lords, and honoured 
them for his /ake, who was their Eternal. And he who hath 
read Cardanw*s Ent omium Neronts will find, that the worſt of 
Princes do much more good than harm; and that none of them 
ever endeavoured the Deſtrattion of their own Subjeft; ;, and yet 
if they did, and the People ſhould be vc into the Sin of K- 
bellion, by ſuch a rempration bigger than their ſtrength, it may 
be, God would cur kim off, and yct puniſh the People for their 
Rebellion too. AS the Prince does not ger his Authority over 
us by his Yertze, ſo neither can he loſe it by his Vice; he 
does not Rule precariouſly over us, but by the Gift and Grace of 
God. God alone is the Supreme Lord and Covernor of our 
Conſciences, in all caſes; and to pretend his Authority for diſ- Sherlock . 
ing our Governors, when we have it not, is like counter- ＋ Ale. 
feiting the King's broad Seal to juitific a Rebellion: Nor is 4" P. 
it any ſign of a good Conſcience to cenſure others, eſpecially *** 
our Superiors, for a bad one. But alas we have too much 
reaſon to complain, that Chriſt;an Religion is fallen from this 
its Primitive Purity, and made to favour that, which it for- 
merly look'd upon as Capital, and to deſerve no better Wage: 
than Death; its Sacred Name is now applyed to every Humour, 
if not to every Sin, which will be a Crime more unpardonablo 
in us, than in any People under the Sun; for God hath given 
our King an Imperial Crown, and a Head fit to wear it; a Sword 
and Scepter, and an Hand fit to manage them; and which is the 
reateſt Bleſſing of all, a gracious Heart, inclinable to do his 
ubjects all the Good they will ſuffer him to do; his Piety and 
| Pity are equal to his Power, and his Throne ig eſtabliſhed in prov. 264 
Righteouſneſs : He hath been long Afficled himſelf, and is not 12. 
now to learn how to pity his Afticted Subjects; he knew what it 
| was to bear the Crop before ever he came tn wear the Crown ; 
| he hath felt the ſmart of the Rod upon his own back, and the 
| more he hath been ijwed and opprefſed himſelf, the readier 
is he to pardon others, and the more unwilling to puniſh them 
| with Severities, whom he judges to be of truly render Conſci- 
ences; and why ſhould we like his Throne the worſe, for be- 
ing the Sear of Mercy ? God, to his own Glory, and our Cam- 
| fort, 
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fort, hath ”nracalouſly pre ſerv'd him from his and our Enemies; 
let him not complain, that he is woxnded in his Honour, even 
in the Houſe of bis Fricnds, It will not legitimate an i Word 
or Action, though it ſhould happen to be ſpoken or committed in 
defence of the Truth, Chriſt would not ſuffer St. Peter to 
violate the Magiſtrate's Authority, in wounding one of his Of. 
cers, no not to guard him, who was Truth it ſelf ; he applauds 
not his Zeal, but reprehends hi- —_ God needs not our 
Sins to ſerve his Concerns. I wiſh thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves the Churches greateſt Votaries, would frequent her Pray- 
ers daily, and ſtudy her Articles and Doctrines, as much as ſome 
of your Fellow Ambers do the Journals of their Houſe, and 
then they would ſoon be ſatisfied , That though the King 
ſhould invade our Rights (of which he hath given us no Jea- 
louſie ) yet would it be no ground for «s to invade his, in whom 
the Publck Happineſs of theſe his Kingdoms does conliſt ; 
let us therefore never diſpenſe with our Loyalty to ſerve our 
worldly Ends; for if Honeſty and Integrity bethe beſt Policy, ( as 
all good Men believe it) our beſt and moſt Chriſtian Courſe will 
be, to prefer our Duty and Conſcience before any Earthly advan- 
tage whatſoever, in Proſpect or Poſſeſſion. 

Let the Roman Catholick, Religion be repreſented to you un- 
der any frighrful Circumſtances whatſoever; let me requeſt 
you to conſider neverthelefs, that it is not impoſſible for a good, 
conſciencious and well-meaning Man to turn Papiſt. Men - good 
Underſtanding and of great Integrity, may as well be deceived 
as Mr. Chilling worth was, who once thought that our Religion, 
of the Church of England, was not 4 22 way to Salvation, 
though he died of another and better Fudgment : And why 
may not others, as Prudent, Pious and Conſcitncious Men as he, 
be deceived and milled into Popery, by Men better $kilPd and 
inſtructed in the Corrroverſies than they are? They are Chriſtians 
ſtill, though crring ones, and Members of the Catholick Church as 
well as we; and can their errors in Judgment, which arc inja- 
rious to none but themſelves, forfeit their Civil Rights ? Or thoſe 
in Practice, except they be ſuch as are deſtructive of humane 
Society? Would not the Primitive Chriſtians, do you think, 
have been well contented that their Emperors ( if they had been 
of the ſame Communon of Rome) ſhould, with all of the ſame 
Communion, have injoyed an uncenſur'd uſe of their — 

an 
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and been ready to make Addreſſes of Thanks for the peace- 
able Enjoyment of their own? Let the ſame mind be in you 25 
was in them, and that will adorn your Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
We cannot but bewail it as our great Calamity, and a juſt Pu- 
niſhment of the laſt Age Diſloyalty, which molt horridly Mur- 
derꝰd the beſt of Kings, at Noon-day, before the Gates of his 
own Royal Palace, and baniſh'd his Royal Progery, and drove 
them into Foreign Parts, to ſeek for that ſafety from others, 
which their own Unnatural; and Blood-thirſty Subject: would 
not afford them. That our Gracious King was then tempted 
above meaſure, and hath ſince jon d himſelf to the Roman 
Church, and lives in the Practice of a different Worſhip from 
us. But ſince God, in his infinite Wiſdom, hath pernutted it 
to be fo, it is our Duty to acquie/ce therein, and behave our 
ſelves towards him ſo, as may be moſt conſiſtent with his Ho- 
mour and ow Duty, in the preſent Circumſtances ; and that 
the rather, becauſe we may be well aſſured, that our Graci- 
ous Sovereign had no Deſign nor Intereſt to ſerve in the changing 
of bus Religion, but an eternal one in the ſaving of bus Soul. To 
embrace a Religion, when it was 7 and kept down 
by Penal Laws, is, inthe Judgment of Charity, a great Argu- 
ment of Sincerity and Chriſtian Reſolution; when it was ſeculi 
reatus, the greateſt National Crime of which he could have 
been guilty : To embrace a Religion when it was every where 
ſpoken ag ainſt, out of Faſhion, and decry4: When a Man fol- 
lows Chrilt to Hieruſalem in Triumph, he may be an Hypocrite; 
but * if he follow him to Golgotha, as he is going 10 the 
Croſs, you have reaſon to believe him a Sincere Diſciple, Our 
Gracions Sovereign's joyning himſelf at . a time to the 
Church of Rome, when it brought his very Tile te the Crown 
in queſtion, and made his Life inſecure and uneatic, was an 
inſtance of his Gallant and Great Soul, and much reſembled on 
the part of the Perſon, the courage of the Fu Chriſtians, 
who were well aware, that in the very Pfei thercot, 
they bid adicu to worldly Intereſt and Tranquility. This be- 
ing apparently done out of * lower Prizcaple, than the Glory 
of God, and the Salvation o his own Soul ; though not the Deca, 
yet inſtead of it, the Sincere Will is favourably accepted with 
God, and ſhould be ſo with all good Men, Secing it is an Ob- 
er vation of Lottantinu and St. Argyfin concerning 2 Retigias 
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infurcly worſe, that Almighty God was pleaſed to take kind 
notice of the honeſt Atanings of thoſe groſiy miſtaken Mor- 
ſhippers; for though an Erroneows Conſcience could not bind to 
the Act, yet if after all poſſible due Enquiry, it act Erroneouſly, 
it doth not certainly bind to Puniſhment. God winked at the 
days of Ignorance, eſpecially when accompanied with that Ja- 
tegrity of Heart, of which God gives ſuch an acquitting Cha- 
racter in the Caſe of King Abimelech ; and if this were not ſo, 
it would go ill with the Men of the higheſt Intellectual and 
Aral Vertues, who confeſs themſelves to be as truly ſhort 
of being perfectly free from all Sms of Ignorance, as they are 
from thoſe of Frailty, When thus much hath been ſaid, con- 
cerning his Majeſty's Religion, it may be added, That his 
Change proceeded, not mcerly from an eaſie Well-meaning, but 
from Arguments, however they be leſs weighty to us, which 
had prevail'd with many Wiſe and Good Men, and had an ad- 
vantage, perhaps, in his Caſe, from ſome Early Doubt, 
hardly to be avoided in that Converſation, into which the Re- 
bels (who had impudence enough to call themſelves Eng- 
kſh Proteſtants ) had driven him, as I before told you, againſt 
whom, and not againſt our Gracious Sovereign, ſhould the as/- 
reſpetts of all the True Sons of the Church of England be turn'd. 
The King thinks u in the wrong and ſo pities and prays for 
us, That God would bring us into the right Way; and tis a 
groundleſs and uncharitable Jea/oufre, that he will ever hurt 
an, becauſe it would neither be for his Honow nor Happi- 
neſs, to make them miſerable who have always been his beſt 
Friends; ſuch miſchiefs may be fear*d by ſome, but will never 
be felt by any. Let us rather depend upon God's wiſe and gra- 
cious Province, inthe uſe of Lawful Means, and put our Truſt 
and Confidence in his Power and Goodneſs, not doubting but 
he careth for w, rather than be jealous of ow King with- 
out Cauſe ; and ſo far as God ſees it conduce to his Glory 
and or Good, he will deliver us from all our Fears: Let us 
commit the care of our Religion, Lives and Eſtates to him. 
And, indeed, Where is our Faith, if we will not truſt him, 
with the defence of it, but ſeek to prop it up, and ſupport 
it by baſe and wnwarrantable Arts, as if every thing were law- 
ſul that tends rokeep our Popery ? This will caſt ſuch a Reproach 
and Infany upon owr Religion, as can never be wip'd ; — 
W. 
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will open the Mouths and ſharpen the Pens of our Enemies, 
ſhall we tale more liberty to ow ſelves than we will allow the 
King ? What ſafety can our Sovereign expect, if he cannot be 
allow'd the free Exerciſe of his own Religion without his Sub- 
jects repining ? What Reputation can he have abroad, or 
what Reverence at home? 1s this to provide thing: honest in the 
fight of all Men ? Will this put to Silence the Ignorance of Fool- 
iſh Men, to turn our Religion into a Cloak, o — 
to prove our ſelves Wolves in Sheeps Clothing? Cannot we 

Idols, without flying into his Face, who is the [mage of God upon 
Earth? Is this to keep Innocence, and to takg heed to the thing that 
that is Right ? Is not this rather the ready courſe to create in 
him, and all the World beſides, an ill Opinion of us and our Re- 
ligion ? We may be juſt and dutiful to the King, without 
being anfaithfu to Gd; and if we be ſo, our Religion will 
not only keep its Ground, but make new CongueZts, and ſpread it 
ſelf further in the World ; nor ſhall any Policy of Men or 


Devils be able to root it out; there will then be »o Tnchant- Num 23. 
ment ag aint Jacob, nor Divination againtt- Iſrael, The King 23. 


thinks bis own to be the True Religion, and that God requires him 
indiſpenſibly to believe and profeſs it, and to indeavour the 
Propagation of it too, by all Lawfwl means among his Subjects, 
but not to make Sacrifices of them that refuſe it; becauſe the 
uſing of ſuch cruel and wnlawful Means to that purpoſe, were 
apparently deitruttive of that Salvation, which he hopes to 
obtain by embracing the Roman Catholick Religion; to which, 
if he can win Men by Arguments and Perſwaſion:, or any other 
Allurements of his own Promotions, he does that Religion all the 
Right and Service he can, without wronging ours, (to which his 
Prieſts may modeſtly tempt him ) without- any the leaſt vio- 
lation of his own Sacred Ingagements to us, which his imate 
Clemency and Goodneſs abhors in ſo high a degree, that he is 
found to be Temptation Proof againſt it To conclude this Point 
therefore, I ſay, 

The Common Lay-man, whoſe Education, Affection and Pra- 
(tice may denominate him a True Son of the Church of England, 
as he hath learn'd in his Catechiſm, to Honour and the 
King, and all that are put in Authority wider him; ſo he has been 
taught by the Aim ers of this Church, that this is his Duty, 
whatſoever Religion the King be of: And though he hears his 

C preſent 
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preſent Majeſty be of another Communion, he thanks God and the 
King, for the liberty he hath to Communicate with the Church 
of England, He takes care of himſelf and his Family, that 
they may ſerve God after this way, which ſome call Hereſie: 
But he is,it ſeems, well aſſured and ſatisfied of the Truth and Safety 
of it: He pitie and prays for them that are in Error, but will not 
revile, affront or abuſe them; nor will be aſſiſt in Riots or 
Tumults, to diſturb even the Publick, Exerciſe of any Religion , 
where-ever his Majeſty things fit to appoint it. Where the 
King*s Religion is publickly exercis'd, he has neither Wit nor 
Religion, who does not abſtain from all rude and rdecent Di- 
furbance or Aﬀronts. I am no Apologiſt for the Rowan Wor- 
ſhip. But lince the King is pleas'd, in ſome places, to pro- 
tect thoſe of his Communion, in the Publick, Exerciſe of it (as 
he juſtly may) for any Private Perſons to diſturb them, is 
a piece of SE to him, inconſiſtent =—_ _ 
which upon fo accompts we are to pay him. Belides that, 
it is a piece of —— 2 for any, eh Authority, to inter- 
rupt Men, whillt they are Worſhiping God, after that manner 
which they think the beſt : Nor <can his Zeal againſt a 
falſe Worſinp, jultifie him in any ſuch wnwarrantable Artempt s, 
whilſt he hath no Authority to reform or correct them; 
that being the work of Public Power. and not of Private Spi- 
4 -its, Whilſt therefore the King is /o Graciow as to protect 
9 us in our Churches and Offices of Worſhip, let us not be fo 

rude and ung rateful, as to aſlault or diſturb thoſe of his Commu- 
ts nion, in their Prince Oratories, leaſt we provoke him to Uc- 
* prive us of our greater Privileges, for. envying him and thoſe 

[ 


of his Communion. Alaſs, no True Son of the Church of Eng- 

K land will be guilty of this; he will neither be ſo unthanktul 

nor ſo unholy ; nor will he go about with Lyes and frightful 

Stories, and falſe News, to diſquiet his Neighbours or di- 

. ſturb the Government, nor make Scandilows Refiettions upon 

thoſe that are in Authority. He will leave the Government 

| of the World to God and the King, and be careful to do hi. 
5 Duty to both, in that State of Life to which he is call d. 

And if more Reſpett than this be requir*d of them, that 

have more and better Breeding, and are of an higher Quality. 

do not think that the Koman Catholicks themſelves, will 

complain for want of it; but will rather gratefully «ckrowledg* 

the 
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the Reſpeft and Kindnef ſhew*d them in worſe Times than 
theſe, by the Gentlemen of the Church of England, even in the 
late Bloody days of Tria; which has been fo viſible and ob/er- 
vable , that another ſort of Men ( if it be not a Scandal of 
Humanity to give them the Name of Alen) have objected it 
to them as a Crime; and, for that Reaſon, reckon'd them 
Papiſts (at leaſt ) in Maſquerade (as they were then wont to 
=_ ) This Reſpect, indeed, has been, and is ſhenꝰ a, ra- 
ther to their Perſons and Conditions, &c. than to their Relipt- 
on; and It is a Reſpect much becoming thoſe, who would 
ſhew themſelves True Sons of the Church of England : For their 
Religion, as well as their Breeding, teaches them, To main- 
tain a civil and amicable Converſation with thoſe of the King's 
Religion, I know no Keaſon to. be angry with any Man, be- 
cauſe he ſees not with my Eyes, or determines not with my 
Judgment, and fo conſequently cannot be altogether of my 
Opinion; eſpecially, ſince as they differ from ws, ſo we differ as 
much from them, Sure I am, our Religion obliges us to 2 
Cathol:ck Charity as well as Faith, and an Univerſal Ciwility to 
diſtinguiſh between the Perſon and his Errors or Vices; ſo ws to 
love and behave our ſelves Civilly towards him, where we can- 
not affeftionatcly embrace his Opinion. Chriſtianty is, doubt- 
leſs, the beſt naturd Inſtitution in the World. At its firſt appea- 
rance it taught the moſt barbarous Nations to depoſe their 
Ferity, and become tractabie and courteous ;, and where it was 
once heartily entertain d, the World admir'd to fee how civil 
and obliging thoſe Men were become, who before their Con- 
verſion were moroſe and inhoſpitatle Pagans or Jews. It was 
a great fault of the Jews, for which they are ſeverely brand- 
ed by Juvenal and Tacitus, That they were peeviſh and inboſpi 
table to all that were not of their own Religion, ſo as to refuſe 
them the moſt common Courteſies of telling them their Way, 
or directing them to the Refreſhment of a common Spring. 
Nec monſtare vias, cadem niſi ſacra colenti : We ought then to juvenal. 
make it appear to the World, that owrs is a better Religion, \ 
by being better natum d our ſelves ;, and that we are the beſt Catho- 4 
licks, by expreſling and practiſing a Cathelick Charity, which of all Joh.13 35> 
other is the ſureſt Note of a True Church. We ought to ſhew our 
Telves quiet and obligirg Neighbours to thoſe Romaniſts, who dwell 
among us; eſpecially ſince both the Honour of our 9 
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and of our King requires it from us: Iuciviliq, upon the account 
of their differmg from us in Religion, being inconſiſtent with 
the Oblig ations of Chriſtianity or Gentilty, and a Rudenefs to 
the King*s Majeſty, of whole Communion they are, and whom 
we are ſo far to Honour, as to pay all the Respetts to him, and 
to all ſuch as he eſtecms, that our Kehgion will indeed permit; much 
more all that it ſo ſtrittlymjoyns, 

To ſpeak next of the Cergy-men, as concerned in this Caſe, 
to whom indecd it is ſo much a Caſe of Conſcience, that it 
leaves them le Room than other Aer, for the Exerciſe 
even of their Chriſtian Prudence: For, they, who are Pricſts, 

romisꝰd at their Ordination, all faithful Diligence to baniſh 
*and drive away all erroncous and ſtrange Doctrines, con- 
* trary to God's Word; and the Biſhps at their Con/ecration 
in like manner: And farther, „that they will call upon and 
encourage others to do the ſame; among which our A-- 
ricles have reckon'd many Doctrines, now taught in the Roman 
Church, and every Clergy-man licen?d to Preach, has (as the 
36th, Canon requires) acknowledged, by Sb/criprion, under 
his own Hand, that every thing contained in the 39. Articles 
is agreeable to the Word of God; and conſequently, he muſt ac- 
knowledge, that many Romiſh Dottrines are erroneo:s and ſtrange 
Doftrines, repugnant to the Word of God, as being ſo declar d 
in thoſe Articles; thoſe therefore are evidently ſuch Dottrines, 
as he promiſed at his Ordination, to be ready with all ors yo 
Diligence, to baniſh and drive away: And is he not then bound in 
Conſcience to do this, in his Publick, Sermons and Private Di. 
courſes, as he has a good Occaſion and Opportunity? Is he not 
bound in Conſcience, at convenient Seaſons, to ſhew the Error 
and Danger of ſuch Doctrines, without ſo muchas naming thoſe 
who think more favourably of them, ſaving all Resfett duc 
ro the King, when he hasnot only Liberty granted him, but is 
required and directed by his . ſo to do? For 
in his Majeſty's Directions for Preachers (which was ſent us 
by his Command,) and we accept with all Thankfuineſ:, 
Dir. 3. He bids us aſſert the Doctrine and Diſcipline ot 
the Church of England, from the Cavils and Objections of 
* ſuch as are Adverſaries to either. This reſolves the Caſe 
of Conſcience ;, and as to Chriſtian Prudence, his Majeſty hath 
been. graciouſly pleaſed to give excellent Directions as to that 
- Caſe 


it 


SPY — 


( 21- ) 


Caſe too, bidding Preachers thus to vindicate the Church 
* of England, when they are occaſion'd by Invitation from the 
Text they Preach upon; or that in regard of the A. 
* ditory they Preach to, it may ſeem requilite and expedi- 
vent ſo to do. Thus to Preach, That the Pope or Church of 
Rome is not inf allible, and that the Pope has no Authority or Furi/- 
dition within theſe Realms, is exprelly determined by the 
Church of England, Art. 19.—37. And our Parliaments have 
in all Ages, as well before the Re ſur mation as ſince, expreſſed their 
Juſt deteſtation of the Pope's Pretenſions to it, as appears by the 
Stat. of Carliſle, and by that of Proviſoes made 25. Edv. III. 
and by many more in King Henry VIIPs Reign, who was both 
Parliamentarily and Syrodically inveſted with the Supremacy, 
in all Cauſes, Spiritual as well as Temporal, ( not that he had 
Power of Miſſion or Ordmation, but of Permiſſion and Order- 
ing Men, ſo ſent by the Church, to Preach the Goſpel in his 
Dominions, ) which was legally and eſſentially Inherent in the 
Crown before, the Kings of England being Supreme Ordinaries, 
by the ancient common Lam of this Land, of which thoſe 
Statutes were not Introductory but Declaratrve. And the very 
Fir#t Canon of our Church does require, © That all Eccleſiaſtical 
&* Perſons, Preachers, Cc. ſhall ſezeral times every Year, to 
© the utmoſt of their Wit, Knowledge and Learning, ſincere- 
ly, without any Colour or Diſſimulation, teach in their Ser- 
* mons, Cc. that no manner of Obedience and Subjection, 
* within his Majeſty's Realms and Dominions , is due to 
ny U/urpd or Foreion Power ;,. but that the King*s Power, 
* mithin his Realms, is the higheſt under God, to whom 
& all his Subjects do, by C, Laws, owe moſt Loyalty and 
« Obedience, before and above all other Powers and Potentates on 
* Farth, Now, if a Preacher, whilſt he is doing the duty of 
this Canon, ſhall call the Pope Yſurper, for — or exer- 
ciling that Juriſdiction here, which belongs not to him; and 
ſhould be thought for that Reaſon, not to bear Reſpect enough 
to the King*s Religion, he would indeed but ſhew ſo much the 
more Reſpect to his Royal Perſon, and Regal juſt Power (as he is 
obliged to do by the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre acy,) and 
could be cenſur*d only for his Fidelity and Loyalty to the King, 
ſuch as becomes a Trae Son of the Church of England. 
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Put in Points wherciri we are not determined by Authority, or 
other Obligations, but at perfect liberty to declare, or not ro 
declare our Opinions, in theſe we have the faireſt, if not 
the only Oprortunities for the Exerciſe of our Chriſtian Pru- 
dence : And therefore, for a Preacher of the Church of Eng. 
land to affirm poſitively, or go about to prove in a Publick, 
Anditory or Aſſembly, That St. Peter was never at Rome; or 
that the Pope is Antichriſt; or that no Man, in his Right Wit, 
can turn Papiſt ; muſt neceſſarily, under our Circumſtances, be 
reckonꝰd Imprudent, if not Impudent. 

Theſe and ſuch like Matters of Private Opinion, which when | 
P.bliſi2d, are like to give Offence to our Superiors, and if for- | 
born could give no Scandal to any; Chriſtian Prudence will un- : 
queſtionably direct, ſuch ſhould now be forborn out of Reſp. # 
to the King, and the Roman Catholick, Religion, becauſe ?tis 
His: The daily decay of ſolid and ſubſt 3ntial Picty, is the moſt 
1bappy efett of Chriſtians fooliſhy Fighting in a Aliſt, and Scuf- 
fling in the Dark, among themſclves, againſt the Irrereft of 
Peace and Charity; and ſcrambling ſo eagerly and fo childiſh- 
ly as they do, for Nuts and Cherry Stones; or things fit to be 

ut into the ſame Bag with them, as being of no value with 

en of judgment: And therefore a Prudent Man will always 
take care to avoid, as much as is poſſible, meceſſary Contror er ſies 
and in handling ſuch as he thinks neceſſary, I know not how he 
can give better proof of his Prudence, as well asObrdirnce, than 
by obſcrving his Majeſtys Directions to Preachers, which give a 
full Reſolution to the Caſe in hand; wiz. © by doing it with all 
© Modeſty, Gravity and Candor, without Bitternef, Railing 
* 7:er1mmg, or other wmeceſſary and unſcemly Provocation ; and 
he who ſhall tranſgreſs theſe his Royal and Religious Direttions, 


0 will thoſe of the New Jeſtament too. He that ſhall uſe the Li- 

wy berty granted him by his Majeſty, for a Cloak, of Malton ſnef, 

a and upon ſuch Occaſions, or indeed any other, act the Merry 

"he Andrew in the Pulpit, deſerves not only the Fools Coat, but 

t the Rod too upon his Back: From whence I infer in the next 
place ; 


3ly. That thoſe of our Commmion,eſpecially the Clergy, ought 
neither to rail nor rally upon the Religion which the King 
owns. Religion with a Man of Senſe and Afectinus, is a ten- 
der Pom, and the Afﬀronts dae it, do as cloily touch = 
a 
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and wound him more feelingly, than any offer'd to his deare/? Ne- 
lations, or to his own Honour, as a Gentleman ;, and howſocver 
the one part reſents, and the other takes it, 'tis a di/eas'd heat of 
the Mind, and not Chriſtian Zeal, to make any ſort of Reli- 
gion the ſport of our Wits, and the triumph of our Drollery : They 
who are guilty of it, may have eſpous'd the Fortune, but have 
not the Faith of the Church of Frnoland. In a good Cauſe, 
the faireſt Language is moſt acdrartazrom;, a modeſt and 
friendly Stile ſuits beſt with the Truth; which like its Au- 
thor uſually reſides, not in the blufferins Wind, the ſh bing 
Earthquake, or the rageing Fire, but ina ſoft and ſtill Voie, 
Il Language is doubtlcſs a very prepoſterous Method of Perlwa- 
fion, being likely to raiſc ſuch Clouds of Paſſion, as will ob- 
ſcure the cleareſt Arguments, and render their force unpercep- 
rible to the provoked Reader or Hearer; on which account 


I cannot but applaud that ſaying of the Jews, That we onght 19&phus 
not to blaſpheme any thing, which others veneratt for a God. Rail- Antiq. J. 4. 


ing therefore 2gainſt —_— cannot produce any good Efeet, 
and at this time it may ealily produce many bad ones ;, among 
which none can be worſe, than the Contempt which it will 
throw upon the King himſelf, on whom all Ill Language a- 
gainſt his Kelgion, does ultimately redound to the debaſing 
of him in the eſteem of his Subjects. When the Powers of 
the World were Heathen, the Chriſtians in their Apologies, 
do not preſume to expoſe the Re/igron of their Emperors to 
Comempt; but only with great Modeſty and Deference, te 
vindicate their own from the ut Crimmnations of their Ad- 
ver ſariet, as may be ſeen in both the Apologies of Juſtin Alar- 
tyr, and of Tertullian. And, as think, it would be a Coma. 
ly defertin ofa very good Cauſe, if the Learned Men of our 
Church ſh 

Schiſm, - Hereſie, or other Miſrepreſentation, without appearing 
in her juſt and neceſſary Vindication, and cannot but applaud 
ſome of the late modeſt and ffrenuow Apologies, which their 
Provecations have extorted from the Preſs So I muſt confeſs, 
thas I cannot ſee any preſeze Neceſſity of troubling our Papi. 
with theſe Controvertics, the Myſteries of our Fauth would be 
beſt held in # pure Conſrience, which is peaceable ;, and by pre- 
ctical Diſcorr/es we may beſt preſerve our People from thoſe 


Yices, which only can prov®.c God to ge them up 10 ſtrong 
Del 


ould ſuſfer the bſie Romaniſts to charge her with - 


1 Kings 
19.11, 12+ 
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Del«ſions. And if we perceive any of them —— toward. 
Popery, there will be more hopes of reducing and confirming 


them by perſonal Conferences, applyed to their particular. 


Scruples, than by ſhooting at random at ſo great a diſtance 
in general Harangues, which tends not ſo much to arm the 
Hearers againſt Popery, as to poſſeſs them with an harred of 
their Sovereign for profeſſing it. Since then we are bound in 
Duty to abſtain from every thing (which without a Sin may 
be omitted) that tends to the Diſhonour and Contempt of him, 
whom God and our Keligion oblige us to honowr, I doubt not to 
conclude, That as Railing againſt Popery was never law/wl; fo 
Preaching againſt it farther than by the Canons, and his Ma- 
jcſty's own Gracious Directions, we are obliged to do, is 
at this time unſcaſonable ; and ſo far as it is prejudical to the 
Government, utterly unlawful too: We leaſt of all fear the 
Seduction of thoſe Members of our Church, who practiſe ſtrict- 
ly that excellent Religion, which they and we profeſs : The 
beſt Service then we can do to prevent the Growth of Popery, will 
be to perſwade Men alt we can to become better Livers and 
better Subjects; upon which account, Practical Preachers will 
do the Church more Service than Polemical, and the-Go- 
vernment no Diſſervice, nor the King no Diſhonour. Tis be- 
low them, who think themſelves in the higheſt form of Chri- 
ſtians, to fit down in the ſeat of the ſcornful; they are of their 
Father the Devil, whereſoever ſuch Changelings are found. Pray? 
tell me, and tell me no more nor no leſs, than your own Con- 
ſciences will tell you; ls this Fooling the effect of that Faith 
which was once deliver d to the Saints? Or is it not rather a 
wounding of Chriſtiamty it ſelf to the very Heart ? Who of this 
Kut, if he were at Conſtantinople, would make it his Buſineſs 
to tell the Great Tark, that his Prophet Mahbomet were an Im- 
paſt or; or, as ſome Oppreſſed Greeks think him, Arrichri#t ;, or to 
ridicule the Alcoran ? And why willthey make more bold with 
a Chriſtian Prince, and their Lawful Sovereign, than with an 
Infidel ? This certainly is a foul Offence, and as much againſt a 
good Conſcience, as Chriſtian Prudence. Why are Men more 
inrag'd againſt thoſe who agree with them in moſt things, 
than with them who diſſent from them in all? Chriſt will not 
give his Spouſe a Bill of Divorce upon every Error and Miſtake, 
much leſs ſhould we deny her t@be our Aforher, becauſe ſhe 
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is not of our Aind, this will juſtly bring our Chriſtiamy as 
well as our Prudence in Queſtion. Theſe are not the Sor; 
of the Church of England, but the Srandard-Bearers of Se- 
dition, who take no care to govern their Tongue, nor Pens, 
who have no regard to the King or his Mimjters, to Truth 
or Charity, Juſtice or Honeſty ; which whether they intend 
it or not, hath a dere? rendency to the defaming of our 
yet untainted Religion. They who will not offer up a Peace- 


Offering to the Magiſtrate, are none of our Commmion; and 


tis to be hoped, That the Fathers of our Church will correct 
thoſe IA nurt ur d Children, who are of ſuch ſurly, pee viſh and 
inſolent Tempers, that others may not grow immodeſt by 
their wcontroPd Extravagancies. Authority mult at any 
rate be redeemed from Contempt, ſince the very Life of Ge- 
vernment 15 Reputation ; and if you teach the Rabble ro ſcorn 
the Religion of the Supreme Adagiſtrate, they will not conti- 
nue long to reverence his Perſon or Authority. If you will 
prove him to be an Jagarer, they will ſoon reply, that 
St. John reckons ſuch with Alurderers, Dogs, Sorcerers aud 
Whoremongers, which love and makg Lyes, Rev. 12. 15. And 
St. Paul ranks them with Sodomares and Thieves, 1 Cor. 6. 
9, 10. That they hate God, Exod. 20. 5. Defile the Santtua- 

„ Ezekiel 5. 11. Commit Adultery with Stocks and Stones, 
= 3. H. Ia. 16. 17. Worſhip Devil, Rev. 9. 20. and that 
as they ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor 6. 10. 
ſo we are not to gome among them, Joſh. 23. 7. but they 
are to be utterly 4 by Commiſſion from God, Exod. 
22, 20. that they are Sons of Belial whom we are to ſmite with * 
the Edge of the Sword till they be zwterly deſtroy, Deut. 13. 13, 
14, 15. What is all this, but Sedan under 4/gwi/e of 
Zeal? Let the Men look never /o honeſtly, they drive on «az 
Intereſt againſt Peace and Chæuy; and though Trab may 
be juſtified of her Children; fo it be done with Moderation 
and Judgment, when Neceſſity compel us, or Authority calls 
us to it; yet they who can find no better rreatment for their 
Auditors, than to prove all Papiſts to be Idolaters, (as if 
they hal no ſaving Truths to Preach them, but ſuch as are 
full of diſgraceful, ſawcy and inſolent Reflettions upon their 
Prince ( which hath already 4 this Nation ſo many _ 
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; trons of Money, and ſuch Rivers of Blood, to the ſhame of 
Chriſtianty it ſelf ) would be as ready (if they durſt ) to 
jayn with ſome of their own Spirit in the Prayers, which 
& 2. Q. were juſtly made Treaſon, Amo 1. & 2. Q. Mar. cap. 9. 
Narr 3. © That God would turn her Heart from Idolatry to the True 
Faith, or elſe ſhorten her days, and take her quickly out 
© of the way. And the A ſays, That never ſuch a Pray- 
er was heard, or read to have been uſed by any good Chri- 
4 {tzan, againſt any Prince, thongh he were a Pagan: And 
therefore in abborrence of the Crime, it condemns the Au 
thors of ſuch libellous and maliciows Prayers, together with 
the Procurators and Abetters of them, to be guilty of High- 
Treaſon: And ſo they are before God, who takes every In- | 
jury done to his YVicegerents as done to himſelf ;, Satyrs are 
bad every where, but worſt in the Palit, be it in Prayers or 
Sermons ;, where Men are to ſj the words of Truth and 
Soberne i, as — * the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and — to uſe 
petulant Girdmg or Reflections upon any, much leſs upon 
the Eather of their Country; nor to dreſs up any of bis per- | 
ſwaſron in ſuch indecent Forms, or to make them appear far k 
Tor ſe than they are; for this is as great 4 Sin as to make Mi- 
dows more deſolate ; We are in Conſcience and Prudence ob- 
N lig d calmly and modeſtly to inlighten the Minds of our Hea- 
rers, though they count us heavy Aden for our pains, rather 
| than by expreſſing more bear than light, to thunder in their ; 
"& . Ears ſuch. aread}ul Apprebenſions of the Religion of our Prince, 
; as may claw their ching Ears, and raiſe their Humours and 
4 — ſuch a violent Ferment, as to tranſport them 
— into 


of ſome furious Zeal againſt him, and all of 
the ſame Per with him. Our Religion obliges us to 
FS — —— — or Adorian which to the 
= | Diſunion, either of Subjetts from their Sovereign, or of the 
| People themſelves ;- which that it may be perma- 
4 nent and © which is the only thing that can diſap- 
| | point the Deſigns and Cownſels of our Enemies, nothing 
can conduce more to our preſent or future Safety, than the 

depoſing of all Arimoſities, Rancor, and 1! Will againſt one 

1 another; upon the account of Differences in Reiigion, and 
A. the going on chearfully in the narrow Path that leads to 
* etcre. 
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eternal Life, without fighting with every one that does not 
keep the /ame way, though he be alſo travelling to the 
ſame place; which has ſuch a ſhirit of Oppoſition, Contra- 
dil tion, and Perrmacy in it, as ſpeaks Men to be of diſtem- 
pe Brains, turbulent Paſſions, and — Hearts, rather 
than of Tender Conſciences, That there uld be ſo many 
pretended Admirers and profeſt lovers of Peace, and fo few 
Followers of it in this Kingdom ; fo, much noiſe of Reli- 
gion, and ſo little Charity; and eſpełially that Chriitianity 
which is #14g@ Y rauodeoie, 2 quiet and gentle In- 
ſtitution, intended to ſofren Mens natural Aſperities, ſhould 
ſpend it ſelf in thoſe Quarrels, which are the greateſt di- 
minution to its intereſt imaginable.: That the Holy Spi- 
rit ſhould bring the Goſpel! down from Heaven in the ſhape 
of a Dove; and that yet there ſhould be no more ſtimg- 
ing — — than the Profeſſors of it one to another; and 
that after more than Sixteen hundred Years Preaching the 
glad Tidings of Peace, there ſhould ſtill be ſuch &/frattions 
and wrangling: in the Church, ſuch ſedirions and convulſions 
in the body Politick, ſuch framgs and diuiſions in every 
Town, and ſuch jarring and diſſention as we ſee and la- 
ment in private Families; and that the warmeſt Zealots 
ſhould, by Enormities of this kind, run farther on the ſcore 
of divine Vengeance, than Tuts and Infidels do, upon the 
bare ſingle Security of being Chriſtians, are ſuch prodigies in 
Mamers as may juſtly ſtartle the wiſeſt of Men, and force 
them to conclude; That the beſt Religion has the worſt Pro- 
feſſors of it, and Pretenders to it in the World. Might 
not the Pagan, Turk, and Atheiſt, upon the fight of ow 
manifold Heats, Violences and Intemperances, which are 
too viſible in Chriſtendom, reaſonably cry out, Where is now 
their God ? and where is their Religion? Are theſe the Men 
that pray for Peace, or do they ever mean to purchaſe it ? 
Are not their Practices the great ſhame and confuration of 
their Profeſſions? and is not the Name of God blaſphemꝰ d 
through their Miſcarriages ? Is Chriſtianity become an Ene- 
my to Humanity, turn'd Incendiary ? Is Zeal grown 
ſuch a Cormorant as to eat up Charity? And are the Ek& 
of God, who ſhould put un - of Kindneſs, Humbleneſ of 
2 . Aua, 


S > 2 IS 


(28) 


Col. 3-12, Mind, and above all, Charity, which is the Bond of Perfect. 


14. 


without reflecting on that of the Prince, 


eſs, grown ſo fierce, as to fly upon every thing which Cu- 
ſtom and Education hath not rendred familiar to them? 
Are they impatient with all who do not fee with their 
Eyes? and will they ſet themſelves in battle array againſt 
all who are not Wi/e enough to be of their Judgments, and 
damn all who are not of their Opinions? Could there be 
ſuch needles and endlef Contentions among, them, if they 
were not carnal ? Is this to fight under Chris Banrer, who 
was the Prince of Peace Does not this incontinency of Di- 
ſputing make Rents in the ſeamleſs Garment, rather than Re- 
formation f If they were as ſollicitous to ſave their own and 
their Peoples Souls, as they are to propagate their Opinions ; 
they would not trifle away and laviſh that time and pains 
in needleſs Controverſies, in which they might make their 
Peace wth God and Men; nor take more pains to prove 
the Pope to be Antichriſt, than they do to prove themſelves 
to be Chriſtians, or make others ſo; nor tread true Piety 
under Foot in ſcrambling . for that which hath nothing 
of it, nor like it, but the Name. Would not their Con- 
gregations. be more edified by the Chureh-Catechi/m than 
a Controverſie * Or how many have you ſcen heaPd by be- 
ing lead into theſe rroubled Waters, though Hod by the 
10 — of the Church? No doubt but it is a Truth 
ch t <p told his Grand Seignior, That where the 
ick Exerciſe of Religion is allo d, "tis judg'd that 4 li- 
1 granted to detend all the e, Points of it, 
( which would be 

more unpardonable in than in any Men in the World, 
becauſe he is iouſly pleaſed to act with us por: the 
Square, and forbids his own Preachers to make any tart 
reflections ov .. Now the fault too common is the 
intemperance of moſt warm Difputers for Religion; who if 
once they begin to declaim or write againit any thing, 
think they can never make it odiau enough; and that they 
may defame it the more effectually, they will hale and 
force Conſequences as on a Rack, to confeſs what the Prin- 
ciple never meant, and to catch greedily at ſome violent 
Mans over-ſhooting both the Canſe and the Communion, and 
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to lay this to the Charge of the whole Church, though it ; 
profeſſes never ſo ſolemnly againſt that private Doctor . .Opi- 
mon; whereas as great Champions as they would be thought 
to be for the Church of England, they ought not, in Poine 
of Honour, to take every advantage againſt her Enemies, 
nor to put every thruſt ſo home as they do, but reſtore them 
in the Spirit of Meekyef,, nor to throw dirt in their Faces to 
diſgrace them ; ( which as the Purity of our Church ab- 
bors ) : ſo the more they handle, the more it will defile 
them. This is not to walt in Wiſdom to them that are 
| without, nor to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. 
| There is yet another _ worſe than barely calum- 
niating the King*s Religion, that is diſturbing of the /0- 
lemn Exerciſe of * Routs and Riots; which would be fo 
high an indecency, ſo oppoſite to the gentlenef of Chri- 
ftias Religion, that about the time of the firſt general 
Comncil of Nice, under Conſtantine the Great, it was made , . 
a Canon in the Council of Iliberis, That if any one 
«ſhould, out of any immoderate tranſports of Zeal, de- 
face, demoliſh or break down Idols or Images, and be 
©* thereupon ſlain ( becauſe it is not commanded in the 
« Goſpel nor ptactis'd by the Apoſtles ) that they ſhould 
© not be reckon'd in the number of Martyrs: Nor need 
I — pg the Idols — of the Heathens, and 
that Chriſtian Rehgion was not only the private Religion of 
the Emperor , but publickly eſtabliſhed by him — 
the Empire; and yet while the other had but a bare To- 
leration from the Emperor, and Chriſtianity had the Law 
of the Land on its ſide, yet the Holy Church diſcouraged 
her Sons from injuring it by violence. The prevention of 
railing; againſt the Emperor's Religion by the Lutherans, . 
was the wiſe care of the Diet of Rariſbone, Arno Dom. 1532. 
which was in part made up of Proteſtants, Elefors, Free- 
Princes and Hans-Towns , *twas their final Accord, 
“That the Ausburg Confeſſion ſhould be allow'd, ſo that 
nothing was taught or written but what was contain- 
*ed in that efſion. As to raulery upon the Religion 


profeſſed by our Prime; as it is bad Manners and worſe Re- 
ligion, 
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ig ion, ſo it can never be good Wit ; which though it be al- 
lowed its Seaſons, yet this is none of them, ?tis as much as a 
Man can well bear, to ſee it praclisꝰd upon Virgil the Prince of 
Poets. 

40. The Church of England Men ought not to grudge 
the Privileges allowed by the King to thoſe of his own 
Communion; he does not deſire that they ſhould ſtand 
npon equal Terms of publick Privileges and Advantages of 
the taſting of the Sweet of the Church Revenues ;, but only 
that they ſhould fe »p their Heads above the danger of 
the Laws, and he be able to make uſe of their Services in the 
State. He neither takes away our Rights, nor with-holds 
bis Favours from any Men of our Perſwaſion, who cannot 
'pretend to deſerve them without bluſhing. None ever 
found aiſcourage ment from our Gracious Sovereign upon the 
ſcore of their Religion, but have been advanc'd and eſteem'd 
according to their ſeveral Capacities and Qualifications, ſo 
long as he found Charity and Unity maintain'd amongſt 
them; and why then ſhould our Eye be evil, becauſe he us 
alſo good to ſome of hs own? A Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
owes ſomething more than Protection to the Religion 
which he ſ#cerely profeſſes, and to them that profeſ it 
with him; they M reaſonably expect his Comnenance 
and fair quarter, if not hope to enjoy ſome Proviſion un- 
der him; for certainly he may and onght to do all that he 
1s able and hath opportunity to do, on this ſide of force and 
injuſtice to help them; a Nurſing-Father he is to them as 
well as u, and oblig'd to the Protection and Tuition of 
all hs Children, and not to ſuffer them to fare the worſe 
for their Zeal, either toward God or himſelf: And me- 
thinks we ſhould have more Wir, Honeſty and Charity, 
more Alodeſty, Equity, Honour and Fuſtice, more good 
Breeding and ingenuons Education, if not more Religion than 
to repine at it; for this implies ſuch a want of them all, 
as any ingenuous Man muſt needs be aſhamed of. Is it not 
as fit the King ſhould chooſe his Aliniſters, as we our 
Servants? Whatſoever a Prince does, he is to be preſum'd 
to do it with great Reaſon ; his Action, are mamfeſt, but 
his Thoughts ſecret , and *tis our Duty to tolerate the 
one, 
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one, and not murmur againft the other. The Reſults of 
his Councils are like the current of a great Kiter, we ſee 
their Streams but not the Fown«in from whence they flow; 
Reaſon of State is Reaſon of Law, though we ſee bur 
the plain fide of that grear Iarch, within which all the 
Springs and Wheels are inclosd and hid, yet we find 
their Motions regular, The King is our Lar-giver, and his 
Conſcience is his; and if it dictate theſe things to be ne- 
ceſſary, though he be deceiz?d, they are become fo t 
him, and by no means to be declin'd by him, but he muſt 
follow bis own Conſcience ;, and if he mean it for good, he 
has no reaſon to doubt but God will take it ſo, and all 
good Subjetts will pay him an Obedience of Acquieſcence, if 
not of Conformity ; we have reaſon to believe he will do 
nothing beneath his own Honour, and the juſt Intereſt of 
his People. And therefore St. Auguſte in his Book a- 
— Fauſtus the Aanichet ſays, That a Chriſtian Souldier, 
fighting under an Heathen Prince, may lawfully purſue the g. N. 
War, or execute the Commands of his immediate or ſuperior 
Officers, in the courſe of his Service, though he he not ab- 
ſolutely {aſſured of the Juſtice of the one, or the the Expe- 
aency of the other. And in the caſe in queſtion tis no leſs 
evident, for Sovereign Princes have Power to change the 
external Regiment of the Church. A Chriſtian Magiſtrate as 
ſuch, is a Governor in the Church. The Prerogatives and Brambali 
—_— of Power and Ar which are invol- I 225 
yd in the fundamental conception of Sovereignty, are the 
eſſential *Kights, and inſeparably annexed to the Sovereign, 3 
r which he is accountable to God alone; and all Biſhops 
are ſubject to the Imperial Power, who is to determine par 
what Doct᷑rines are to be Preached and what not, leaſt any dub. 196. 
ſhould be licens'd to harangue to the People in Seditious 250, 
Libels. His Power is by Law of God, and fo can 
have no Inferior Power to limit it. The Father of the 
Family governs, S pr his Sons or 
Servants, but by God's and his own; nor were the be/* 
Kmgs of Judah or 1ſrael tyed to any Laws; nor is it the 
nucncipal Law of the Land, but the natural Law of a Fa- 
ther, which binds him to preſerve the Lives and Forres 
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of his Sons or Subjects. The Church is always 2 44mor 
and Under-age, and the King its Gu ,d; how then can 
ſhe expect to be bed or countenanc'd any longer (as ſhe 
has hitherto been, thanks be to God and the King) by 
hs civil Auhority, or enjoy the Revenues and Privilege: 
ſhe has any gas if the King's Courteſie be ſo ſoon 2 
gotten, to deny him or bus the free Exerciſe of their own Re- 
ligion, - whilſt we are ſo warm in ours, under his Graci- 
05 Protettion and Royal Bounty and Proviſions, is beyond 
all Shame and Reaſon? Princes have an happy time of it, to 
ſerve ſuch Humours, as if he reign'd over us by Courte- 
fie, and had no more but the Name of a Xing. Does this 
expreſs our Duty or Gratitude to God or Him? We need 
not debauch the preſent Generation, who are too bad alrea- 
dy, by teaching them to make ſfigheſal and peeviſh Reflecti- 
ons on our Prince's Attions, Shall the Privileges which he 
and his Royal — have granted us, be ugd as Wea- 

s to fight and 1 againſt him? Shall we deprive 
him of his Prerogative, which the Law of God, as well 
as of the Land, has given .bim? 4s not the Church of 
Rome a true Church, — in it ſelf and in ow TFudgment 
too? And why ſhould you deny your own Prince, who is a 
Member of it, the ſame Liberty which you daily ſee, with- 
out murmuri granted to the adors of Foreign 
Princes and their Followers? Is it not by his Piety and 
Juſtice that we have the free Exerciſe of our own Religion, 
as by Law eſtabliſn'd, and the advantages of publick A 
ſemblies, and the encouragement of ſuch liberal Maintenance? 
And have not the Afwnſters of Religion always obey'd the 
Imperial Laws, even when they liked them not, not upon 
prudential Conſiderations and Neceſſity, but by divine 
pointment, declaring with the Sixth Council of Tcledo, * That 
it was impiety to call in queſtion his Power, to whom the 
„Government of all things was certainly deputed by the 
divine Judgment, and that, as well Biſhops as Curates, 
Land Eccleſiaſticks as Laicks, muſt be ſubject to them; 
* and that the ſupreme Power may determine whatſoever 


of Conf. © isleft undetermined by God: Nay, that he can derogare 
'. 2. 192. by his Power from an ordinary Right, by changing his WW, 
and 
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and making the coutrary Law, that he has the judgment of 
Diſcretion and knows beſt, when tis fitteſt for him, to 
govern himſelf by Zeal, and when by gentler Counſels. Is 
be not Head of the Church ? and muſt his Members teach him 
how to govern it? It is by the Tyes of Kcligion, and not 
of Power, that he is bound to keep the Churches Lam,; 
and the very Conceſſions and Privileges made to them by 
him and his Royal Predeceſſors, are as revocable as their Du- 
ty i alterable; for Princes are fo far from being oblig'd 
to perpetuate ſuch Rights that themſelves have indulgꝰd, that 
tis aruſd Caſe among the Greek Fathers, That a King may pg dub 
recel his Gift, in caſe the Benefictary prove ungrateful. | l. 3.5 238 
wiſh our Brethren, who are now ſo ſtubbornly refolv*d 

not to join with IND Biſhops, in an Aadreß of 

Thanks to his AMajeſty,' for his Morgaging of his Honour 

under the Broad-Seal of England, in his late Royal De- 
claration, in the firſt placg, © To protect and maintain 
*them, in the free Exerciſe of their Religion, as by Law 

v eſtabliſhd z and in the quiet and full enjoyment of all 

their Poſſeſſions, without any moleſtation or diſturbance 

© whatſoever, would ſtudy this Caſe a little better, than 

they ſeem to have done; and then they would highly 
approve it, as ſome of our Fathers have done, as pru- 

dently penn'd ; and ſuch an ackgowledgment of his Ma- 

jeſt ys ſignal Favours to the Church of England, and all her 
Members, as our Gratitude and Duty indiſpenſibly oblige 

us to pay. Can you have any beter Precedents than thoſe 

of the Kings of Judah ? Look throughout the ſacred H: 

ſtory of the Old Teſtament, and you will every where find, 

that the King's Religi n, though often Heatheniſh, had the 
privilege to be pablickly 14 z and though the Higb-Prieſt 

and Sanbedrim had a Power, Which Aloſes called The Judg- 

ment of God; yet theſe did not think it either their Duty 

or Right to ſuppreſs the Exerciſe of Idolatry, whilſt the 

King was contented with it, though it was ſo manifeſt- 

ly contrary to God's own Law given them by Moſes; and 

when a Kirg, who Worſhipped according to Ms/ess pre- 
ſcriptions, ſucceeded, neither the Great Council nor People 

deſired the falſe Worſhip to — till the King * 

ſel 
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ſelf commanded it; which is an Argument, that it proceeded 
from his High Prerogative, which the Kings of Judah laid 


* equal claim to with the Eaſtern Monarchs, as the Iſra- 


elites delred a King, according to the Nations round about them; 

upon Which Samuel recites a large righrful Power, which 

would belong to their Sovereign. Did not Solomon put 
Avtaihcr from the Prieſt hood and put Zadock in his room; 

and though the High- Prieſthood came to be put out of its 

due Channel of Primogeniture, eſtabliſh*'d by Moſes, and was 

: ſold in our Saviour*s' time; ( ſo that ſometimes the High- 
Joh. 11.53. Prieſt was but annual) yet Chriſt acknowledged Caiphas to 
1 Cron. be High-Prieſt ;, and for the inferior Prieſts, David divided 
28. 3. them into Twenty four Orders; ſo that the apphing of 
the prieſtly Power to ſuch a time, was wholly the Act of the 
— Jehoſorhat named a Preſident for the San- 
2 Cron. hedrim, as well for matters of the Lord as for thoſe of the King ; 
19, 11. and both Ezra, though not, the High-Priefſt, and Nehe- 
Ezra 7 25- mich, though not at all a Prieſt, atted by a Commiſſion 
Neh. 13.8. from Artaxerxes, to execute the Laws' of God and the Xing; 
by which Authority Nehemiah turned out one of the Prieſts. 

ſo that though the prieſtly Offce was a divine Inſtiturion, 

yet the 793 and ſuſpending that Authority was a part of 

the civil Power, Chriſtian Emperors made alſo penal Laws 

with relation to Church-mer, the pains of which were Sa- 

ſpenſion or Deprivation, of which there are ſo many in- 

ftances, both in the Old Roman Laws and in the Capitulars, 

that it is needleſs to inſiſt on the proof of it, to juſtifie 

bis Majeſty's late Proceedings by his High Commiſſioners for 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, againſt an eminent Prelate of our 
Church, which proves them Lawfu! without committing 
Sacrilege, or incroaching on the ſpiritual Power of the Church. 

I need not tell you that it was declared in the Convoca- 

tian of the Prelates and Clergy of this Kingdom (which 

make the repreſentative Boch of the Church of England) 

Art. 37. Anno Dom. 1562. That whereas they have at- 

* tributed to the Queen's Majeſty, the chief Government of 

all the EFares of this Realm, whether Eccleſiaſtical or 

* Civil; in all Caſes, they did not give unto their Prin- 

* ces the miniſtring of either Cad, Word or 3 

0 ut 
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** but that only Prerogative,- which was known to have 
* been given always to af Godly Princes, in Holy Scri- 
e pture, by God himſelf; that is to ſay, That they ſhould 
* rule all Eſtates and Degrees committed to their Charge 
* by. God, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, 
* and reſtrain with the civil Sword the Stubborn and Evil- 
* doers. Leß Power than this as good Subjetts could not 
give unto their Kings, ſo more than this there has not been 
; exerci'd ; nor, | believe, ever will be by our Gracious So- 
; vereign. Such Power as was vouchſafed by God to the 
Godly Kings and Princes in Holy Scripture, may ſerve abun- 
dantly to fatisfie the unlimited Deſires of the greateſt Alo- 
narch in Chriſtendom; and therefore how unpardonable 
are we to deny our King that Power which is inſeparably 
annext to his Royal Diadem, and without which he would 
be no King, but a Royal Slave in Golden Chains; for the 
Kings, the Church*s, and owr own, if not for the Che 
ſake, let us not grudge Men of hw own Perſwaſion in Re- 
ligion, the free enjoyment of any Favours which he is gra- 
ciouſly plcaſed to afford them; and that eſpecially con- 
ſidering that the occaſion upon which ſuch Privileges were 
formerly denied them, viz. the — the Government had 
of their Sincerity and Obedience, now ceaſes; and this brings me 
to ſay ſomething more particularly, | 
5ly. To your ſelf and your fellow Members of this Loy- 
al Parliament ( whom 1 find to he concern'd in this Caſe 
alſo. ) 'T would be preſumption in me to offer to direct your | 
Votes, otherwiſe than as a Divine, by reciting the adwice of | 
our Bleſſed Saviour, What ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do ' 
to you, do ye even ſo to them, and be ye wiſe as Serpents, but 
harmleſs as Doves; and ſuch like general Sentences, the par- 
ticular application of which, I muſt in good Manners leave 
to your own -Chriſtian Diſcretion ; nor can they fail of ma- 
king a good application of them, who conſider that our 
Bleſſed Saviour by theſe Hieroglyphicks taught his Diſciples 
Innocence as well as Prudence, in times of greateſt danger, 
that they may be able to ſay with St. Paul, That they are 
pure ſrom the Blood of all Men, and that the Church of Eng- 
14nd, by appointing the former Sentence to be read at the 
E 2 Offer- 
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Offertory, on the 5th. of November and 32th. of January, 
does thereby teach us, whether we have eſcaped 4 Darger 
or ſuffered Afittion, not to be revengeful, but be rather 
ready to return Good for Evil, That ſome ſevere Laws, 
which might have Kcaſon when they were made, ſhould 
by common conſent of all. any ways intereſted, ceaſe, when 
the Keaſin does univerſally ceaſe, was, I think, never de- 
nied by good Caſciſts or good State:men, Now the chief 
Reaſon alledged, and the only juſtifiable one for theſe ſevere 
Laws againſt Romaniſts, was the Jealouſie the Government 
concerved of their Afettions, and the Appre hen ſions that their 
private Zeal for their Catholick Religion would make them 
cool in their ſervices to the Publick, which their imploy- 
ments would oft require ſhould be againſt hu Principles, 
and that they, relying on an external Power, were inca- 
pable of Duty and true Allegiance to their natural Sove- 
247 and rightful Monarchs: Xings Proclamation 12th. of 
February, 168%, But who now can plauſibly u fett their 
Faithfulne j to the preſent King, or that they will be back- 
ward in his Service? And whilſt the Caſe ſtands thus, what 
need will there be of ſanguinary Laws for 1 2 21 du- 
ring Life, or Confiſcation of Good Or for thoſe Teſts 
which exclude the Peers of the Romiſh Religion from ſitting 
in the Houſe of Lords according to their Birth-right ? Eſpe- 
cially ſeeing theſe latter were made upon 4 ale of Mar- 
ter of Fatt, whereas it has ſince appeared to all diſcreet 
Men of the moſt —_— Loyalty, That the Popiſh Plot 
was of that perjur d Villain Oates and other ſubtiler Heads 
making, to ſerve their Faction and Revenge againſt the Go- 
vernment : And as it is the nobleſt Ingenuity to own any 
ſort of miſtake, ſo methinkSit touches 4 Man' Reputation 
but ſoftly, to retract what he had formerly believed and 
atted, upon a charitable Perſwaſion that Men would not 
be Perjur d, who after were legally convicted for being no- 
toriouſly ſuch ; and beſides this, *tis no ſafe matter to al- 
ter the Foundations of Government, and deface the Original 
of a Right, which in the caſe of all Privileges of Peerage 
hath been taken to be either Myitt or Patent; for if theſe 
mult give place in any one inſtance, no man knows where 
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it will end, or whoſe courſe to turn, or be turned out of 
that Higheit Court of Nationa! Juſtice, may next come. In 
the Parliament of 41. when the old Loyal Aſſurances were 
laid aſide, and inſtead of the former, the Preſbyterians 
Teſted Men, with their Covenant, they were not aware, 
that they made 4 Preſident againſt themſclves for an In- 
gagement; and the Ingagers did not longe proſpicere neither; 
they little thought that they furniſhed their Aiſter of 
the Army with a countenanting Example to break them all in 
pieces, and to vote them all Vſclef. And therefore tis a 
rule of Wi/aom as well as of Juſtice, a point of Prudence 
as well as Conſcience, not to remove the ancient Land. marks; 
and 'tis. as uſeful to the State as to the Church, what the 
hrſt general Council decreed, Let the old Uſages prevail ; 
ſuirable to which was the eſtabliſhing Saying of the Peers 
long ago, Nolumus mut are Leges Anglie, We will not that the 
Laws of England be changed: and certainly, purſuant to this 
Reſolution, if by any croſs charce or accident a change have 
ſurprix d the Government, a Reſtitution to the former ſertle- 
ment ſhould ſoon be made, and that the rather, becauſe 
we may ſay of thoſe ſanguinary Laws, as his Majeſty in his 
Royal Proclamation in Scotland does 12th. February 1087. of 
the like made in the Minority of his Royal Grandfather, ** That 
they have been continued of courſe without any de- 
© lign of executing them or any of them, ad terrorem only; 
and ſure we are, that our /ezereſt Laws did not proceed 
from Ill nature, any otherwiſe than the beſt do ex mali 
moribus: And *tis obvious to remark, that the Tre Sons of 
the Church of England, have always been better natur 'd, 
than to preſs or comnenance the execution of them in caſes ot 
meer Religion; and they have accordingly ( bleſſed be God) 
been very ſparingly executed, unleſs when the bye-blows of a 
powerful Fattion, and no True Sons of the Church of England, 
or ſome violent attempt of- the Enemies thereof , have 
forc'd it; ſo ſparingly have they been executed, that tis 
an old Proverb of Reproach upon the Legiſlators, that their 
Laws were only made in Terrorem, for Mormoes and Scare- 
crows : And if they will ſerve for that purpoſe, and to pre- 


ſerve the good Seed, or hinder the Enemies of our __ 
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and State from ſowing rebellious and treaſonable T ares among 
w whilſt we are aſleep , we deſire no more. The Holy 
Charch, which ſo paſſionately deſires the ſaving of Mer; 
Sole, never thirlts after the deſtruction of their Bodies. 
Some Laws indeed there are, made fince our Reforma- 
tion from Popery, which threaten death to the Romiſh 
Clergy, who are Natives of it, if they be found in this 
Kingdom. But though the Wiſdom: the Nation thought 
ſit to enact them at that time, for the ſecurity of thoſe Pro- 
teſt ant Princes, to whom the Romnſh depoſing Doctrine is 
Propitious, yet was it Treaſon and not Hereſie which th 
Laws made Capital. And ſince there is no queſtion but 
that a Prince of their Communion, dare truſt himſelf in their 
Hands, and neither deſires nor needs ſuch Security from 
them; there ſeems now no need at all of their continu- 
ance. And as it would ſhew a great Reſpeit to the King to 
repeal them, ſo it would be a ſcaſonable Yindication of us 
from that cruelty, which the Romamfts have charg'd us 
with upon the account of them. It hath been, I am per- 
{waded, a real Grief to all tender hearted Proteſtants, when- 
ever the exigency of State Affairs hath occaſioned the exe- 
cation of thoſe ſanguinary Laws ;, and it would be the beſt 
Evidence we — bring to convince the World, that it 
was not the Religion but Treaſon of Romiſh Prieſts that we 
deteſted , if we take ſpeedy care thit their Religion be no 
longer Capital, now that it may ſo eaſily be ſeparated from 
Treaſon. Perhaps ſome Inciters to Rebellion, do buz in your 
Ears, That the King has no more buſineff for Parliaments, 
and intends to govern by a ſtanding Army of his own per- 
ſwaſion; but you and I know the King loves and honours Par- 
[iaments, as the bt means for the Kingdoms ſafery, and his 
om ſatisfattion ; And I know this, of which you are a 
Member, hath ſo many active and loyal Subjects in it, as 
will oblige lim by all that can be deſired, for acknowledg- 
ing and the eſtabliſhing of his jt Prerogarive, and for bs 
own Eaſe and Satisfaction, and the quiet of his Friends, of 
his Religion; and that hs Majeſty will be as ready to ſe- 
cure our national Religion, Liberties and Properties. The pre- 
ſent Parliament Men, who are moſt of them True Sons of 
the 
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the Church of England, are ſo far from envymg the Roman 
Cathelicks, the advantages they now receive as rewards of 
their Loyalty, that they would with a moſt reſpectful, hum- 
ble and dutiſul Emul-:tion, even ſtrive with his Majeſty who 
ſhould reward them moſt : He having publiſhed it to the 
World in his late Scorch Proclamation, ** That of his own 
certain Knowledge and long Experience, he knows the 
* Catholicks, that as it is ther Principle to be good Chri- 
* ſtians, ſo it is to be duriful Sabjetts, hazzarding, and many 
of them aitualy loſing their Lives in the defence of a 
prince, though of another Religion, (ours he means) 
and maintenance of the King's Authority, againſt all Vo- 
© lences and Treaſont. It were the higheſt Impudence to de- 
ny but that there were a great many noble, brave, loyal Spirits 
of the Romiſh Perſwaſion, who did with the greateſt Ju- 
tegrity, and without any other deſign than ſarifying their 
Conſcrences, adventure their Lives in the War, and leave 
their Bodies in the Field for the King's Service. There were 
a great many generous Souls among them, whom th: grer- 
ft Temptations in the World could not have perverted, or 
made to deſert their King in the height of all his and their 
Miſeries. — the reſt, Sr. Arthur Alon, a Roma- 
niſt, being turned out of the King's Army, with molt, if 
not all, of that Communion, to pleaſe the Kebellhiows Par- 
liament, Who charged him for having ſo many Papiſts a- 
bout him. This noble Royab/t as well as Romaniſt, was 
ſollicited by the Parliament to take a Commiſſion for a Co- 
lonel of Horſe, and to put in at Officers he pleasd of his 
own Perſwaſion; he accepted their Commiſſion: But to nari- 
feſt their villamous Hypocriſie, as well as his own intire Loyal- 
ty, he immediately went upon his Knees, and delivered it 
up to the King; upon which he and the reft of that Re- 
ligion were readmitted into the Royal Army. W hence it is e- 
vident, that they wanted not an Opportunity of joining with 
the Rebels, to their own Advantage, had not their innate 
principle of Loyalty kept them ſteady in their Alegia ce; fo 
that they can have nothing laid to their Charge — of Deati 


or Bonds, Why then Id t not have room in his 
Kingdoms ? Security. for their Perſons and Eſtates, and Re- 
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ward; for ther Services? Why ſhould we grudge his 
Majeſiy*s Mercy to others, which we reckon ſo great a Bleſ- 
fing to our ſelves? Were they not our feliow gouldiers and 
Sajferers too? And what have they done ſiuce to incenſe 
the King or the Government, or their fellow Subjetts againſt 
them? Tou wiſh they were of our Religion, and fo do l too; 
but Men cannot ealily wear off the prejadices of their E- 
ducation, and moſt of them have ſuc2d in their Religion 
with their Milk. It were very ji and umatural to at- 
—4 by force to reduce them to ot may of ſerving 
God, who are in a co-ordination to us; this being to aſſume 
the Prerogative of the civil Power; n—_—_— Juſtig, which 
mult be an Ingredient even into the beſt Relig im, becauſe 
Amar te. it Would be a contradiction to build Religion upon the rains 
_ = of that which ſounds all Religion, as Pertullian Argues. It 
55. were unjuſt for us, who are co-ordinate, to impoſe upon 
others their Faith or. Worſhip. Our Prince is not to be 
reduced to the Rule of our Conſciences, Into what ſhame- 
lef Straits will this immodeſty of ours reduce us? Can we 
have ſo little Mit and Loyalty who pretend to ſo much 
of both? It is worſe than Barbarous, to attack any People 
mecrly upon the account of Religion, not repugnant to the 
light of Nature ;, for otherwiſe, Religion, whoſe chief end 
is to preſerve Mankind in Peace and Juſtice, would turn 
the World upſide down, and fill it with inceſſant Combu- 
| ſftions and Alaſſacres; for it will be as reaſonable that the 
r. 53%. Infidels and Indians ſhould invade the Chriftians upon that 
| ſcore as the Chriſtians them, and then where will Depreda- 
tions end? Toenforce and drag others to the True Keli- 
gion, who are abſolutely at their own diſpoſal, neither is, 
| nor can ſcem decent nor expedient : You will find, Lam. 
4 I. f. c. ly. St. Ambroſe in Lac. 1. 7. and St. Hilary and 

500 


0 all the ancient Fathers of that Judgment, againſt Compul- 
i Cor, g. Lon in point of Religion; and what have we to do to judge 
12 them that are without, ſays St. Paul ? Julian would not ſut- 
| fer Chriſtians to be ford to his gentile Altars, Epiſt. 52. 
Tr What if they are diſpleaſed for not enjoying as much of 

"A the benefit of the King*s Reſtauration as we do? The liberty 


of RKepirirg, is a Charitable allowance to be indalged them 
of 
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»* courſe, whom Providence hath denied what we enjoy. 
"Tis an unmerciſul thing not to give Loſers leave to ſpeak, 
and the World will talk of them and a too at their own rate. 
What if ſome few of them ſhew more heat than becomes 
them, and graſp at things nor fir for their Enjoyment ? 1s 
it not the ſame caſe with us too? Why ſhould the indiſ- 
cretion of a few incenſe s againſt the reſt? If they do 
not all of them, at all times, carry the: ſelves prudently, 
let not their Alegiance be buried in Oblivion. If we ei- 
ther love the King or the Peace of the Kingdom, we muſt 
behave our ſelves as becomes Men of Conſcience and Pru- 
dence in this tender Paint. Biſhop Bramhall in his Replica- 
tion to the Biſhop of Chalcedon, ſays, That in Eight Tears time, 
in which he had the Government of Ireland, committed to 
him by the Earl of Srraford, there was not one Roman Ca- 
tholick who ſuffered Death or Impriſonment, or ſo much as 
a pecumary Mult of Twelve Pence, for his Religion, u 

on any penal Statute ; and yet he was as True 4 Son of S 
Chu ch of England and as Wiſe; and the Lord Lieutenant as 
great a Alarhyr for his Religion anda Loyalty ; and both of 
them as fit to be our Gride,, in this Point, as the beſt 
Men now living. Stay till th:y have offended and 
done thirgs worthy of Prmſhment, and then ſpare them 
not. Men «> wiſe and as good as we, thought we might 
be ſafe without thei being in danger; and it ſeems highly rea- 
ſonable that their having done amiſs, and not our Fears 
and Jealouſiis of it, that they will do ſo, ſhould make 
them puniſhable. The Laws made againſt Roman Catho- 
licks, are either as Rebels or Papiſts: If as Rebels, what 
need of particular Laws for them more than others? Why 
not the ſame Law to puniſh them and others guilty of 
the ſame Treaſon? If any Papiſt be found guilty, let that 
Law act againſt him which is thought ſufficient, not only 
to Puniſh but to prevent Treaſon in all Men of Autimonar- 
chical Principles; and therefore they cannot be made a- 
gainſt them in that ſence, viz. as Rebels: Nor as Papiſts ; for 
then it will follow, That he is liable to moſt ſeverer Pu- 
mſhments, who acts according to his Conſcience, which is 


the Rule and internal Law which God obliges ws to follow 
and 
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and obſerve, under pain of Sin, right or wrong ; if our Con- 
ſcience, after a ſerious Examination, dictates ſo ; therefore 
all hun ane Laws, which puniſh a ſinctre Obedience to this inter- 
nal Law, wiz. Conſcience, are hard, in caſe (that is) of 
an Invincible Error. Beſides, we muſt acknowledge them to 
be a True Church, though infected with Jome Errors, and 
to have things neceſſary to Salvation; why then ſuch a ſevere 
Animadyerſion upon them? Do not 1Twkz and Jews and 
ſome Settaries, who are worle than either, live gue:ly anong 
us; and why then muſt our Brethren of Rome be moleſted ! 
And why my not cither Church or State alter many things 
concerning their own Conſtirutions, upon prudent conlide- 
rations, as the Reaſon and Circumitances of thing vary, 
upon new and better Reaſons ? No Law, purely Humane, 
can be made perpetual; and when ĩt is made, it muſt be in- 
terpreted according to the mind of the Lawgiver ; and 
when he interprets his own Law he docs noc rake off but 
ſuſpends the Obligation; and he may mtervere berween the 
Equity and Strictneß; for the Intention more than che Letter 
of the Law, is to be regarded And certainly, Mens fi 
neſs in keeping what they have got (though not upon ſuch 
Grounds as themſclves now approve of ) is rather a Point 
of miſtaken Honour than of Conſcience ;, a Contention of Spi- 
rit rather than a Debate of Truth and Equity. And if this 
be the Caſe, I am ſure all wiſe and good Men will cen- 
ſure your Obſtinacy and Frowardref,, if you perſiſt ; though 
the Mobile, perhaps, may reproach you with Levity and 
Comardice, if you retreat. To change our Minds upon 
mature Deliberation and better Experierce, and the evidcnce 
of new and better Reaſon, is a great piece of Chriſtian Ge- 
neroſity, and ſuch as will ſpeak you honeſt, though not crafty 
Aen. And if the bonour of your Religion be of equal value 
to you with that of your perſonal Reputation, *twere well you 
ſtudied, how much that were concern'd, in the peaceable 
and obedient Temper of ſuch as pretend to have eſpougd 
it, as becomes the True Sons of the Church of England, No- 
— can ſtain the Reputation of the gloriow Religion we 
roteſs, more than your turbulent, (tiff and wngovernable 
empers, Who are the chief Patriots and Profeſſors of ir. 
Sha!! 


hands of the 97 — now ſtrive to weaken them ? Shall 
we, who pretend to matt bis Laws in the very Conſciences of 
his Subjects, now endeavour to put other Limitations and 
Conditions upon them than God has done; or pretend the 
Revocation of the Broad. Se al of the King's civil Authority, 
by the Privy-Signet of Religion ? Mhere- ever this is done, 
that Prince or Magiſtrate had need be a very devout Man 
indeed, who caſts a benign aſpect upon the profeſſion of that 
Religion, which has ſo malignant an influence upon his Go- 
vernment : And all 33 age will with great Reaſon 
| doubt, whether that Religion be of God which gives ſuch 
diſturbance and truubie to his Vicegerent; and whether that 
will carry Men to Heaven hereafter, which makes ſuch Tu- 
mults and Confulions as will be an Hell upon Earth, I 
hope ?tis no 1 3th, Article of your Creed or mine, That what- 
ſoever a Parlian ent does is rightly done; for that were to 
bring Rome home to our own doors, by giving them that 
Infallibility which they give the Pope : Men are not bound 
to build their Conſciences upon Act, of Parliament. I have 
heard, That to diſſalve a Parliament in diſcontent, is to 
pick a quarrel with the whole Nation; and I am of Opinion, 
| ; That for them to fly in the Face of the King*s Religion, would 
| be the ready way to pick a & with him; and whe- 
ther it be a conſcientious or pr thing ſo to do; or that 
a delign to prevent a remote and contingent Inronvenience can 
atone for a Diſobedience at preſent, which may _ 
diſſolve the frame of Government, I leave to you to j.dge of. 


a 
There may ariſe a Pharaoh who knew not Fo/eph, and 
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Shall we, who have hitherto endeavoured ro ſtrengthen the 


| then you may come to be 7 wich your own Rods, Theſe 

| violent Oppoſers of the regal Prerogarivg, know not what 
Spirit th.y are of Do they meet the ſame Meaſure they would 

have mected to themſelves again ? Is this their brotherly Rind- 

neß, Meekyeſs, or good s? Does not the Prince of 
Peace oblige his Dikiples, If it be poſſible, and 4s much as in Em. x 
them lies, to live peaceably with all Men The Wiſdom which * xn 
is from above, is pure and praceable ;, it conſults the publick 
good; and ?tis a true Teſtimony of a relig ius and generous 
Mind, in his moſt retired thoughts, to look out of hi 
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ſelf, and be mindful of the publick Welfare of the whole 
in all his private Meditations ;, *twas this made the Fabii 
and Fabric and other Roman Worthies, ſo renown'd in thoſe 
times, that they were content to expoſe themſelves to the 
greateſt dangers, and to venture the loſmg of the goed O- 
pimon of the Mobile, for the Proſperity and Safety of the 
Commonwealth. Lord, Mw rare a thing is it, in our age, 
to find a private Man, who cordially devotes himſelf to 
the good of the Community, which Is of ſo much the nearer 
concernment than the private, as it is of larger Extenſion ? 
Conſider before it be too late, that the Religion you are fo 
juſtly inamoured with, will rather be prejudic'd than pro- 
moted by this peeviſhneſs of her Profellors : Haſt thou the 
Faith ofthe Church of England, have it to thy ſelf, and take 
— by an Holy violence, but do not at- 
tempt by any wicked violence to impoſe it upon others? 
will you neither be obedient for Wrath nor yet for Con- 
ſcience ſakg Did ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who were 
inſtructed with a greater Power, for the vindi- 
cating of the/ Truth, than ever any Perſons ſince, either 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, were, behave themſelves ſo unſeem- 
ly ? Did not St. Pau become all things to all Men, that he 
_ by all means gain ſome ? And ſhall not we interchangably | 
e the duties of common Humanty to them of the Roman | 
Religion Not ſhew them the way (but out of the Land 
of the Living ) who are going towards the Land of Pro- 
miſe, as well as we, and yet think we do God and the Ki 
good Service? Does not St. Pau command every Soul to be. 
ſubjeft to the higher Powers, upon pain of Damnation? If 
Acts 20. they are in Errors, you may warn them of their danger, as 
31. he did, Night" and, Day with Tears; but you muſt by no 
1 means draw Blood of them, nor tempt others to diſpiſe 
= Lukeg, — het go moderation be known unto all Men ;, Chriſt 
26. „cane not to deſtroy but to ſave alive ;, we had better be perſecuted 
our ſelves than become Perſecutors of others; nothing 
that is violent or injurious can have any thing of Religion in 
it; and why ſhould we tempt the Romamſt; to combine to- 
gether (as they will do, if they have not more Religion than 
we ſhew in this Stubborneſs) to revenge the Injuries —— 
ave 
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have been rd them, the Wounds that have been given 
them in the Houſe of their Friends? Of which we are asgulty, 
by being the wnconcern'd and ſilent Spettators, as if we were 
the 2 Aſſaſſins ;, and whoſoever is afraid of being re- 
proach'd for a Papiſt, by pleading their Cauſe as far as Ju- 
ſlice and Charity favours it; or conſults his Eaſe and Reputa- 
tion more than his Religion at this jmritture ,, when ſuch aſ- 
ſaults are made upon the Principles of the Church of Eng- 
land,even by them who pretend moſt kindneſs to it, deſerves 
the Puniſhment either of a Coward in nis Religion, or a 
Traytor to it. No Man, who loves his King or Country, can 
wiſh for more Liberty or Encouragement than the Church of 
England Men enjoy; and for any of them to grudge the 
King immunity for them of his own Religion, is ſuch a com- 
polition of Indiſcretion, Popularity, Ingratitude and Inſolence, 
as is little deſerv'd by ſo Good and Gracious a Prince. Peace 
is. not the thing we purſue, but Popularity, which may be 
the FooPs Paradiſe, but it is the Wiſe Man's Scorn: He ne- 
ver attempts to keep up a Party againſt Authority with a 
Spirit of Contradittion , nor to make differences more or 
wider than they are to pleaſe the People, who love to hear 
Well of themſelves and I of their Princes, as you cannot 
but have heard ſome degraded Courtiers do, who being 
outed of their Employments, or diſappointed and defeated of 
their ſecular Aims, never ceaſe to Harague againſt what 
they have loft or mif, to ſatisſie, not their Reaſon, but 
their Revenge. Theſe are the great Champions for the 
Church, whom the Populacy admires. Popularity makes 
theſe Hettors as bold as Lyons now, who would fly as faſt 
from dar ger as any hunted Stag, if a Blood-bount were at 
their Heels, according to Tertullian s Obſervation, Novi 
& Paſtores eorum in pace leones, in prelio cervos: He was 
a Wiſe Man that told us, That to fawn on the People, is 
the loweſt di gree of Flattery, and I think he might have 
added, and the higheſt degree of Folly ; for nothing can be 
more fooliſh than to eſteem their Good Opinion, whole Judg- 
ments we approve not; for a Man to ſtand in the King's 
Light, on purpoſe to draw the rowling Eyes of the Crowd 
upon himſelf; to be look'd at, and to be rad of, wy 
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Man that would fain be thought conſiderable by being 
rrouble/ome this is indeed the Paiſen of Hypocriſie, 
which deſtroys many Soli, as well as diſturbs many States; 
and therefore when you hear Men, /o Calous in ſtanding up 
for Go Glory; take heed that they prove not Chapmen 
for their own. Popularis aure, vilia mancipia ; That they may 
be Town talk for oppoſing the Ring, and attempting to ear 
them withont Salt whom the King honours; to which I am 
ſure it is not the Spirit of Chriſtiunity that provokes them, 
but a much worſe Principle. I hope there are but a few 
of theſe amongſt your fellow Members, and that moſt of 
you are ſincerely reſolv*d to go on in the peaceable way which 
you know to be right as counting it your Glory to have 
the Teſtimony of your own Conſciences, bearing witneſs 
with you of your Integrity. If the reſt of your Brethren 
will bear you company, in gratifying hs Majrſty in his 
juſt and reaſonable Expectations, I know you will be the 
better plea/d;, if not, I doubt not, but you have courage 

to act Vertuouſiy by your ſelf, rather than to do M 
for Company; and that you will rather be fingular in a 
Loyal Vote, than Soriable in the contrary. I am better 
acquainted with yowr Courage and Conſcience, than to be 
jealous of this; nor is it to hearten you, but other Men u 
on this occaſion, that I ſay ſo much on this Subject, as 
becomes every Man in my Station, who am one of them that 
watch for your Souls, and therefore dare not betray them 
by my filerce, and coolneſs in God's or the King's Cauſe : 
My Crime would be as deep as ER and my not 
proclaiming, next to my procuring, t — you run your 
ſelves into, for want of a timely foreſight; the not &di/- 
covering any Net in which you may be unhappily enſna- 
red, and not breaking it too, if we can, would be next to 
the ſpreading of it if we could. And I know full well, 
That Comardice in a Miniſter is worſe than in a Souldier, 
by how much our werfare is more hon rabie than theirs ;; 
and I reckon them the moſt profligate Com ard in the World, 
who are afraid of opening their Mobs for the King, for 
fear the People ſhould open their Mowhs againſt them. 
The fear of offending a private Brother is a thing nor con- 
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able in compariſon of the Duty we owe to the publick 
— for this would cut the Sinews of all —— 
and bring the King and bis Laws into Contempt, by gra- 
tifying ſome Mens cauſeleſs Scruples, and others gromdle/;s 
Featonſies ; Do not therefore ſo coniider Roman Catholicks, 
as to forget they are Engliſhmen and good Chriſtians; let 
Anabapriſts or Preſbyterians act this part, rather than any 
True Son of the Church of England : Her's in which you are 
embarqued is not a Fire- ſup deſigned for Deſtruction, but 
for Ediſication; ſhe is for winning Men over to her ſelf, 
with Mildneſs and the Spirit of Meckneſ:, and not for in- 
raging them with Yolence and Bitterne/-;, and therefore ne- 
ver ſeck for a loop-hole to creep out of, but fand to her 
Principles; trouble not your ſelf to enquire whether the 
thing, which the King expects, be expedient or not, being 
well ſatisfied of its Legality ; let the King anſwer for that:; 
God will never lay it to your Charge, God guides all Prin- 
ces Actions to his own juſt and wiſe Ends, who can cauſe 
the Wrath of Man to turn to his Praiſe ;, his Provatence and 
Protection, and our Prirces Conſcience and Honour, are as 
ood Security to our Church, as any we can deſire ; and ſhe 
as taught us to reſt ſatisfied with it; and told us, That 
Religion never proſper*d by any wdnre Practices to advance 
it. Meechneſs, Patience and Humility are thoſe Graces of the 
Spirit which convince and convert. I hope Time, and a 
rieht Underſtanding of our Princes exemplary Juſtice, the ſa- 
eredneſs of bis Royal Word, and the moſt obhging Temper of 
his Perſon, will allay thoſe dangerous Democratical Furies, 
which whereſoever they prevail or enter, poſſeſs Men with 
Principles of U/urpation, upon the fundamental Prerggatives 
of their Sovereign, and dekign to diveſt bim of the loyal 
and ſincere Affection, of his Peoples - Hearts : He has done 
all that any Prince can poſſibly do to convince the World 
of his merciful Imclinations, to make his Moderation known 
wnto all Men, whom he can ſafely truſt, as well as to his Ro- 
man C atholick, Subjects; and how far he is from icraach- 
ing upon any Man's Conſcience himſelf, or ſatfering others 
to do it; he has made it his Buſmeſs Night and Day, ever 
ſince he ſate upon the Throne, to allay all Hears and Ant 
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moſities, ariſing from different Per ſwaſions in Religion, and 
to unite the Hearts and Affections of all his Subjects co 
God in Religion, to his Vicegerent in Loyalty, and to their 
Neizhbours in Charity; he longs to ſee us at Peace with our 
ſelves and all the World; beiides he hates to ſes us forward 
to do ſuch Bloody Offices one to another, as Turks and 
Jews would be aſhamed of; nothing is to diſpleaſing to 
him, as to ſee fellow Chriſtians and jellow Sxbjctts reviling 
and bbelling one another, as once Conſtantine did, in the 
Council of Nice, killing and treading ore another under Foot, 
as in the Council of Epheſus, and as in the Schiſm of Da- 
maſus and Urſicinw ; as if Chriſt, the Prince of Pie, were 
not yet come into the World, or at leaſt not reveaPd in this 
part of it. If there be any Incendiaries amongſt us, Re- 
ligion does not inflame them; if there be any ſuch Feuds 
Religion docs not kindle them; ſhe cannot do that upon Earth 
which ſhe damns to the Pit of Hell: That which makes us 
grievous to our ſelves or others cannot be Religion; ſhe 
teaches us to love owr Brethren as our ſelves, and to dwell 
together in Unity; and if our Prattices be accordingly, our 
Principles will eaſily defend them/elves, Now is the time for 
us of the Church of England, to remember our Doctrine 
of ſincere Obedience to the — Power, a Doctrine plea- 
ſing to Almighty God, and of good report among all Prin- 
ces; and let us not ſhew now, when we think our ſelves 
rouch*d, that we were only Political and Mercenary in our 
Loyalty ; and that as the Devil ſaid of Job's ſerving God, 
It was not for nought; it may be ſaid of owr ſerving the 
King too, becauſe we had all along the chief Comnenance 
and Protection of the Laws which he made; and as the 
Phraſe there is, had a Hedge made about us, and about all 
that we had on every ſide ; but in the caſe under debate, if 
any of ow Communion provoke the King to Anger ( who 
is not, nor will not be angry with us for cleaving to our 
Keligion ) let him be his own Caſuiſt, whether he pays an 
intire Chriſtian Obedience, ſceing he. would conclude in leſſer 
Inſtances, that the 5ſt Provocarion begins a Quarrel; 
*rwould now be but bantring, to endeavour to commend the 
Kg out of reſentment of a repulſe ; when as indeed, ſet- 
ting 
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ting aſide home Reaſons, he would appear //5 conſiderable 

in Foreign Negotiations for the publick Good; when Fo- 
reign Princes ſhall hear by their AMiniſters, how ſmall In- 
fluence he can have upon his own Subjects at Home. ?Tis 
too weil known, that in the Reign of our late Gracious So- 
rertigu, the like exceptions have been made abroad, upon 
ſome «--duti; ul Carriages of his People to him at Home, to 
the Diſhonour and Damage of theſe Three Kingdoms. 1 
wiln we did all well conſider that al penal Laws imply a 
Power of Relaxation in the Legiſlator, and that the King's 
Government conliſts in Imperial as well as Political Laws ; 
and therefore is not to be reſtrain'd upon any Pretence 
whatſoever. Conſt antius ſetled the Arrian, and ofter him, 
Julian the Pagan Religion, by their own Imperial Power and 
Edict, yet the Chriſtians did not controll them; nor have 
we any more Power to riſe upagainſt our King, or to diſ- 
obey him becauſe he is a Catholick, than the Romaniſts had 
to rebel againſt Queen Elizabeth ( belides the Queſtion of 
her Right of Succeſſion : ) For it is not the Law that makes 
the King, but the King that makes the Lam; and though both 
for bu own and the publick Intereſt, which are inſeparable, 
he ought to act according to thoſe Laws, which do the 
more powerfully oblige him, by being his voluntary Eſtabliſh- 
ments and the Effeits of his Royal Vi, yet Juſtice is not 
ainſt Charity; and both the Interpretation and Execution of 
thoſe Laws are in him. In him is acknowledg'd the ſole 
Power of raiſmg Forces, of granting Commiſſions both by Land 
and Sea; of calling, adjourmng, proroguing and diſſolving Par- 
haments, when and where he judges it moſt expedient ;, and in 
his Power it is to remit the Severities of penal Laws, where- 
by he may manifeſt his Goodneſs and Clemency, as well as 
his Greatneſs and Juſtice; by graciouſly Pardoning both the 
ſmaller Breaches of his Laws, and the more capital Offences 

| which he might moſt juſtly puniſh. From him all Places 
of higheſt Truſt derive their Authority. It is his Commiſſion 
they act by, when they put his Commands and Laws in 
Execution; and without, or againſt his Will and Conſent 
nothing can be legally acted or done. His Parkaments 
Concurreme with his deſires is always kind and convenient, 
G though 
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though not always «b/olately neceſſary. And I do, with fub- 
miſſion offer to thole of your 1luſtrions and Loyal Aſſembly, 
 Whcther. in this Affair, of which I am ſpeaking, it be not 
conſiſtent with your Wiſaoms, to fouow a courſe uſed in ma- 
ny caſes, by a Court as politick as any in the World, 
that of Koe, who when tley are advertisd of ſome- 
thing paſſing [4 4 Prince, which formerly came from them, 
do immediatcly duffarch away the Grant to the fame eifect, 
to fave their preteaſions of Right to do it. Before King James 
the Firſt's time, you will hardly find, that the Sovereign”s 
Propoſals were ever rejected by Parliamenti, and yet their 
Petitions have oft, with good Reaſon, been denied in Queen 
Elixahetb's time; the publick, Bills were drawn by the Privy- 
Council, and underwent afterwards very calm, gentle and 
ſhort Debates in Parliament. But that which may ſtick ſtill 
with ſome of you, in the preſent ca/e, is, Your anſwering 
the King's expectation , will look hike a giving away 
pour Religion : It may look ſo to ſome Par- blind People, who 
ſee bur little before them, and then the Reaſon is no better 
than Popularity, which is now adays grown amongſt Perſons of 
Lualuy, as common and great a fault as Oppreſſron was for- 
merly. But how is our 2 given away by your con- 
ſent to that, which your diſſent cannot hinder? It is our 
Intereſt as well as our Dau, not to be wanting to them 
whom the King efteems and honours in any acts of Friend- 
125 which are conſeſtent with a good Conſcience; and to 
luſter our City Gates to ſtand wide open for them, that 
they may go in and out at pleaſure, and partaks of all the Be- 
nefits and Privileges which we enjoy. No Man ever did a 
00d tun F Friendſhip to another, but at one time or other 
e himſelf cat the Fruits of it. Let it be remembred, in 
what good _ condition the Proteſt ant Religion is in many Go- 
wernments. within the German Empire , by allowing Privi- 
12 to thoſe of the Church of Rome: How well aſlured 
Governments are of their cmi, entirely Faithful, 
when theſe People have equal aſſurexes with other Sub- 
jets of their remaining ſafe. Waving many Inſtances 
which that Empire affords, let us look into that of Bran- 
denbarg, the Religion of which Country is Lutheraniſm, and 
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is ſo preſervd by the Eleftor, though he many years ago 
became a Calvimſt ; nor will this — ſeem ſmall to 
thoſe who are acquainted with the mutual flender Amiries of 
thoſe two Perſwalions ; the Men of Ink and Gall, on both 
ſides, blackning one another, and interchangably repreſent- 
ing the oppolite Opinions to be fowler than Popery it ſelf in 
theic Eyes: But yet in this Electorate, ſuch was the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of his Highnef, that he freely gave an aſſurance to 
keep the publick, Rel gion as he found it; and ſuch has been 
his Faith and Honour, that he has been ſacred to his Ingage- 
ments, On the other part, theſe Graces have been ſaitabiy 
received by his Subjetts, that as he makes them happy, fo — 
and his own Prince-like Vrrtues, have rend ted him the 
glorious Prince that ever Brandenburgh enjoyed ; and, if ne 
do our part like them, we have no occalion to que 

his Majeſty's doing His, Though he keeps many C 
Miniſters about him, and makes uſe of the Laity who Wore 
12 in bu may; yet the others do not replne at it; much 
leſs ought we to grudge them the Fruits of the King's Fa- 


F 
Saur, Who were as Alors, in the late Times e. 
Fererr than we 0 Who 12 Ay 


bellion, and greater S | 
with and for bim, might modeſtly have expected to have 
been reſtored to their Privileges of True Engliſh Subject. 
fore now, and to have been raisd above 2 fax) 
Danger. | ſpeak not this to teach our Segrs' W 


1 
but ſhall pray to God * who fand in the [ of r we 
« Princes, and obſerves,” not only all their WH... | 
fe „ He 


0 

ba 
&« ;1gs and Proceedings, but even the 'molt /ecr and 
&« Intentions of the Hearts of every one of them, from hm 
alone cometh all Comrcil,. Wiſdom and'Ungerſt- ding ; that 
„when by the Authority of ow Sovereign Lird the King, 
you ſhall be lawfully gather*d in bis Name, to Confidgr, Be- 
© bate and Determine this, and other weighty Matters, 
* both of Church and State, be would ſend down his 


&« Heavenly Wiſdom from above, to direct and guide you in 

all your Conſultations; That having his Fear always be- 

fore your Eyes, and endeavouring to lay alide, ſo far as 

** humane Fray will permit, all private Intereſts, Prejudi- 

© ces and partial Aﬀettions, yy reſult of your onnchls, — | 
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A tend to the glory of his bleſſed name, the maintenerce ot 


True Religion and Juſtice, the Sa, cty, Honour and Happi- 
« ,<þ of the King, the pk. Wealth, Peace and Tranquil- 
& lity of this Realm, and the uniting and knitting toge- 
« ther of the Hearts of ail Eſtates and Perſons, within the 
e ſame, in true Chriſtian Love and Charity one towards ano- 
ther: which will be your greatiſt Honour here, and the way 
to eternal Glory hereafter. 

But if any in your high Station ſhoul ſay, ſuch I mean who 


ſit upon the ſame Bench with you, we are ſo far from grudg- 


ing Papiſts the Power into which his Majcſty has been pleas'd 
to put them, that we will leave all to them, and we will 
be ever Loyal, but we will not act in the ſame Commiſſion 
with them, either Civil or Military. Theſe Men, who are 
ſuch Newer-paſſive Loyaliſts, may do well to conſider, That 
this their peeviſh Reſolution is diſagreeable to their Alegi- 
ance at large, to their Duty by Law, and to the Intereſt they 
eſpouſe. Their Principle is wholly deſtruitive of Loyalty; 
for to be. Loyal and not to ſerve the King when requir'd, is a 
plain Contradiction; fince Loyalty is not like a civil Ce- 
remany, but an Obligation laid upon us by the higheſt Law, 
to obey thoſe placed over us; againſt whom he does 
paſſively rebel, who is unactive in their Service. And there- 
fore the Primitve Chriſtians obey'd their Emperors, though 
Heathens, with the hazard of their Live: and Fortunes ;, and 
ſhall We, that are the Sons of the Church of England, reſuſe 
the lawful Services of a moſt Chriſtian and Gracious King? 
whom we are obliged to ſerve withou Ifs ard Ands, as 
well when he Frowns us as when he Favours us; for 
this is the only way to be Go Favourites 4s well as his, and 
to prove our ſelves Members of Chriſt as well as of the 
Commonwealth, "Tis a known Maxim in the civil Law, 
That Swbjett; ought not only to obey the Government, but to be 
s of it too; without which. the Government could 
not be carried on, and the greateſt Princes would have leſs 
effetual' Authority than a Centurion has, who ſays to one 
Go he goes, to another, came and he comes, and to a third, 
Sauldier do this, and he does it : And our common Law has 


therefore eſtabliſh'd this Subaternacy of obeying and braring 
pare 
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part in the Government, of which Sr. Thomas Overbury*s Caſe 
and Jwrpri/cr.ment 1; a pregna”t Initance ; :-- can it be juſt'y 
ſaid, 1 hat it was an over. Hy etch o Prerogative, for 
the like was after practid upon Sr. erer Ii, who 


for behaving himfelt e ſome otter mut mon vons, 
in one oi th: lat pAments of King Che r, 
wa: ſert, age inſt his itking, on r H 44 


tinate; god thongh this wo 
in th. Parkament of Frey ot, h 
at that oc any other tins, fo cancomo by 

him s illegal. No Prince cool Gern A Ne 

out this Aigat of rompeiing his uli et to mini: : 
reſpectiv e Offices under him And as to ecting in the 
Commiſſim. of Peace, the Great- Chancellor, in the late 
King's time, in the Caſe of an Jiſh Noble Man ſeated in 
England, and refuting to take the Oath of a Juftice of Peace, 
declared, That he ought to do it, and every Man elfe nam'd 
in the King*s Commiſſion : and therefore they are unpardon- 
able to difpure it now, who have already taten their Oaths and 
acted many years accordingly. 

Nor is it leſs againſt your Intereſt than = Duty, to 
withdraw your Services; for if you quick; fe ted Men, who 
fit higher than your Neighbours, ſpy more Damages and Miſ- 
chiefs coming on the Country, than we can ſee, from thoſe who 
are newly put into Commiſſion, you have the more Reaſon not to 
deſert your Station, 

There were many Gentlemen in the Rebellious Age be- 
fore the King's Reftawration, who) acting under the U urper's 
Commiſſion, told their ai Friends, they indur d it 
only in order to the ſerving the King and the Loyal Party; 
how much rather ſhould Men now ſerve the Xing, and ſub- 


"CE 


thoſe that ſerve him, when = are called to 
alſo 


doit by a lawful Authority? Let them conſult their 


Honour as Gemlemen, and ſhew a — befitring their 


Quality, like that brave Roman, who did not, like other 
mean Spirits, ſneak ont and quit his Poſt, but generouſly 
eſt he did not deſpair of the Commonwealth, nor would 
deſert its Service: If they to whom this is urg'd, ſay, 
No more do we; we acquieſce in the Xing, Pleaſare, but 
Wwe 


* 
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we care not for Aing; their laying down thus, is an Im. 
peachment of their Loyalty ; for hereby do they raiſe or in- 
creaſe the groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies of the People, 
who will be over-apt to conclude, That if thoſe leading 
Alen in the Country, upon whoſe Conduct they ſafely re- 
lyed, Withdraw themſelves, all is loſt ;, Religion and Proper- 
ty are vaniſh'd; whereas you are the only Alen who can 
and ſhould take them off theſe miſtakes, by giving them to 
underſtand, That the current of the Law is as clear as ever, 
and that the King does no more for his own Religion, than 
every Prince in the World does for his; nor lef for ours, 
than will ſuffice to make us Hom), if we had but Wit enough 
to know when we were ſo. That, as to the mixture of Po- 
piſh and Proteſtant Fuſtices, Ireland has been long ſo Go- 
vern'd and with good Succeß; and as the greateſt number 
of our preſent Statute Laws were made by their Anceſtors 
Council and Conſent, then of the ſame Religion they now are 
75 ; ſo we have no reaſon to queſtion but they will be as 
orward to execute, as the others were to get them inacted. 
And if, after all, they confeſs, as all Ingenuous and Conſide- 
ring Men muſt, That they could conſent to the nepealorg 
taking An capital, penal, and diſabling Laws againſt the 
Roman C atbolicks, but they could not anſwer it o their 
Counties for which they ſerve; they need not be told (who 
were ſuch apt Scholars in the tender Point of Privileges 
of Parliament ) that their Power is more than that of the: 
States General of the United Provinces, for they may not 
only conſult but conſent without thoſe who ſent them; and if 
they dare deny it, ſend a Serjeant at Arms for them (as 
you know they lately did, how legally I Diſpute not. ) 
And ſince thoſe States, in the late King's Time, concluded 
with him a Point of una Benefit, without ever ſending to 
their Principals, and were afterward thanked by them for 
it; with more Right and with as good Sucref,, may they 
concur with the King's Morion, if it be confider'd, That 
they were not choſen by Men of that Antimonarchical Spi- 
rit, who generally prevaiPd in the Three Elections be- 
fore this. And as to thoſe of the oppoſire Party, who. can 
think their Thoughts are likely to be like Lying his de- 
fence 
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fence of his Laws, That though they were not the bell, they 
were as good as then could be made; and ſeeing they 
ſurmize that ſome Men endeavour to bing Parliaments into 
Diſeſteem, as ſtul h9;n and intract able, and therefore uſeleſs ; 
in proſpect of chis and what may probably enſue, it will 
u — be Prudent, to give up many Points formerly 

contended for, with too much Eagerneis and too little ju- 
ſticez by which CH ret with the Royal Power and Goodneſs, 
they may have jreſh and liger Aſſurances of ſaving the 
main Sta- U hus have I honclily cliay?d to give you the bt 
Reſoluuicu I con of the Caſe i . i, whether the 7h 
which were to my ſatisfaction, will p.ove ſo to your®, or 
others more fearſl! and jealows in the Comm of ove 
Church, I know nat; but I hope they will, and wiſh the p 
not only for the King's Service and Sarttsfattion, but for ; 
their own and Peace fake. He was a ſenmd Politic ia, who 1 
told us, That for the mainten ice of a Religion long in be- nch. | 
ing, it is neceſſary oft times to reduce it to its firſt Growd; ; vel 72 | 
nor do I think it would argue want of Polcy or Picty in 22 
the Sons of the Church of England, to ſtudy the Primitive 
Conſtitutions of the ſame, and to renect upon the peace«ble 
Temper of the firſt Reſormers, and to 2 what one of 
our beſt Caſuiſts, our Church ever bred, tells us, in the Caſe 
of One of our Church Marrying with a Recuſant, That in 
Points, wherein the Subſtance of Chriſtianty conſiſts, the Bp. San. 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, we both agree, derſon's g. 
And that he who rightly underſtands thoſe Catholick, Truths, CC 12. 
taught in the Catechi/ms of both Churches; and concerning q 
which all Chriſtendom, in a mamer, are at a preſent accord; 
and will alſo ſuffer himſelf farther to conſider, That the 
Church of England does not impoſe upon the Fudgments and 
Conſciences of her embers, any thing to be believ'd or 
receiv'd as of neceſſity to Salvation, but what is truly Ca- 
tholick, and confelled by her Adverſaries ſo to be; — con- 
ſequently, that the Differences between her and the Ko- 
miſh Party, is wholly about thoſe Additional, or Super- 
ſtructures, may ealily reſt ſatisfied in his Judgment and 
Conſcience, That the thing de ſir d is not ſimply evil, and tot 
genere, unlawful, but expedient ; and as the exigenctes and 
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the conjurttion of our preſent C:rcumſtances, and the pro- 
bability of ay good and evil Conſequences of it, prudently 
laid together and weigh'd one againſt another require, are 
little leſs than necellary. 

And in Truth, did we live up to the Rules and Canons 
of the Church, the Difference: between them and us would 
not appear ſo many and fo great, but that we might ho 
under ſo Gracious 4 Prince, who has a kindneſs for both, 
to become at laſt, if not Men of one Judgment, yet at leaſt 
of one Heart, I will allow ſuch a Caſurft as m—— to 
repute the Terms of Urion with Rome, impoſſible abſurd, 
for ſo they muſt needs be, to ſuch an Arch-ſchiſmatick 
and Traytor as he is: But if we conſider, that there are a 
great many Truths of ſo little value, that a wiſe and good 
Man would part with them all for a Grain of Charity; and 
how dangerous it is and damnable, to rend the Peace of the 
Catholick C , we ſhall not be ſo if and mflexible, fo 
tenacious ar d wining, even in Matters of ſo ſmall mo- 
ment, as we to5 tamiliatly are to ſo ſhameful a degree of 
Obſerary, that we will not ſtir an hairs breadth to win 
a Frother, no not to gratiſie a Prince: Intreat, perſwade 
or convince them ( Non per ſuadebis, etiamſi per ſuaſeris) till 
they hold their Principle, which is none of the beſt ; ob- 
tain all, yidd nothing; fo far are they from being arm'd 
with Epaminondas his brave heroick Reſolution, Totius or- 
bu: 4ivitias deſpicere pre patrrie charitate ; to deſpiſe private 
Inter for Love of the publick, Peace of Church and State. 
This were ſuch a S:{7-demal, as would adorn a Chriſtian, and 
ſpeak him tru!y Cholick; and if Diſtempers in the Body Na. 
tural and Political ire reducd by Phyſicians and Politicians, not 
to what they ſhould be, but what they can be; then let us not 
ſtrive to advance our Chriſtian Liberty, above the Laws of 
Sobriety, Charuy and Government, nor endeavour to ſcrue any 
Peg /o high in the Church as to make a diſcord in the State, 
but endeavour calmly to perſwade and convince Men by 
the Scriptures and Reaſon; for though the Mimſtry and 
Service be ours, yet the Dominion # his who bears the 
Sword, and whoſe Friends muſt be ours, or elſe we are not 
Chrit?; nor our own, We may keep our Conſciences Tender, 

but 
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but not ſo raw as to kick and wince at all which touches 
uh or _ * emmy ＋ Remember that of L- 

antins, Qua, aut qualis eſt Pietas? nmrum eos q 482 

bella neſcium, qu concordiam cum omnibus — gr — 1 
nes homines pro fratribus diligumt, qui cohibere iram ſcium, om- 
nemque aims furorem tranquillã moder atione lemire: Such an 
Evangelium armatum as {ome warm Diiþ'tants would make 
our ligion favour, would better become John Goodwin: 
to publiſh, who was better d in the methods of embroiling 
Three Kingdoms, than any True Sons of the Church of Eng- 
land, whoſe Laws are not like Draco's the Athenian, writ- 
ten in Blood: Her Heart is not ſo d as to rejoyce 
in Evil; ſhe abhors all living Borefire-; ſhe prays for the 
Converſion of her*s and Gods Enemies, and delights in their 
Reformation, but not in their Raine; her Commands are 
like her Sia with the Sceptre and not with the Sword, 

unleſs it be of the Spirit, which ſhe never ſuffers to make 


way to Mens Conſciences by cutting through their Fleſh. 

Let my Soul never come into ſuch Bloody Councils as theſe. 1g. 29.4 | 
The Greek Church approves not to this day, the purting He- 

retick; to Death; and we have great Reaſon to Bleſs God — 


e and the King, that our Writt, de Heretico comburendo, is 
taken away by Act of Parliament; and may all other San- 
uinary Laws periſh and be aboliſt'd as well as that, made 
fn this or any Chriſtian State, againſt Men upon the 
ſcore of Chriſtian Religion, if the moſt notorious Offen- 
ders againſt it be puniſhed with a civil Death here, and 
an eternal hereafter, tis ſufficient : Defendenda eſt Religio non 
occidendo ſed moriendo. Aut hoc non eſt Evangelium, aut nos 
non ſumus evangelici;, fraterna net eſſitudine coheremus, quam | 
qi non agnoſcu injuſtus eſt : Chriſttanity binds us to pur- ; 
chaſe Peace at Intereſt, rather than keep up a Party a- 
gainſt it; for there is ſuch variety of Edwcarion, Intereſt, 
and Cuſtom in the World, that he who reſolves to yield 
to no yp can 2 with no Body. Chriſt comply'd 
with the Rites and Cuſtoms he found in the World, and 
condeſcended to the very Humoxrs of Stubborn People, to 
ingratiate himſelf and his Doctrine: And Era/mus hated | 
diſcord ſo much, that he my not any Truth that might 
occa- 
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occaſion it, Mibi ſane adeo inviſa eft diſcordia, mt weritas 
etiam diſpliceat ſeditioſa: Nor can any deſire to keep the 
Wounds of the Church or Kingdom open, but ſuch as 
would be better pleas'd to ſuck the Blood of both; and 
ceable Princes have a happy time of it, to ſerve the 
umours of ſuch Men, and receive ſuch Encouragements 
as they daily give them. There was to be no deſtrultive 
Bea#t in all God's Holy Mowntain ;, the Beaſts of prey came 
down from Aſount Seir, and not from Aount Sion. If 
the Counſels of any of the Enemies of our Church be of 
Aten or Devils, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, we 
cannot overthrow it, leaſt happily we be found Fighters 
againſt Cod; and if ever we hope upon good Grounds to 
ride on and proſper, it muſt be becauſe of our Truth, and 
Righteonſmneſ,, and Meeknef,, not of Humour and Petulancy; 
for this is a time of healing, and not of troubling the 
Waters. There is nothing wanting to make us live qui- 
etly one by another, though of ſeveral Judgments, whilſt 
we agree in the Fundamentals of Religion Loyalty, but 
the ſubdumg of our own inordinare Aﬀettions, Did we 
take up the Crof to lay it upon other Mens Shoulders? 
or do we fellow Chriſt, as the Jews did, to Crucifie him? 
This is to love Chriſt and the King as Men do one another, 
till they be brought to the Tryal: Goodref is the beſt 
Note of the True Church, and I hope will prove the m- 
ſeparable Character of Oars; for, I am ſure, none are ſo 
alſable to their Brethren on Earth, as they that have their 
Converſation in Heaven, If we will ſuffer it, our Religion 
is ready to tye the Gordian-knot of Kindneſs between us 
and all who deſerve the Name of Chriſtians ; it will breed 
an harmony in the Affections of all the King's Subjects 
who receive it; it will ſublimate and ſpiritualize their 
Humanity, and draw it off from all the Dreggs of Ma- 
lice and Uncharitableneſs, and tcaches us to love the 
King for his Goodneſs, as well as others to fear him for his 
Reſolution. The Samaritans held it an Aboinination to 
come near a Man of a different Religion or Perſwaſion from 
them, but we have not ſo learned Chriſt; may there never 
any rie be heard amongſt us, but who ſhall ſtrive firſt 
and 
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and moſt to ſerve God and the King: Unleſs you loath 
your preſent Manna, and long for your old egyptian Leeks 
and Garlicks, you will not make others look like Dewls, 
that you may look the more like Sante, but you will join 
with the Church and the meaneſt of her Children, and 
ſay a hearty Amen to this Prayer, Domine da pacem in die- 
bus noſtris; and ſpend your time in Prayers to the God of 
Peace, that you may prevail to ſtifle and put out thoſe 
Diſſentions which the Divel has kirdled among us; and in 
Tears if you cannot, ſo ſhall ye be found in Peace by the Prirce 
of Peace at his coming, without ſpot and blameleſs, and 
our Hieruſalem be built up as a City at Unity in it ſelf. 
Sir, I have not martiaPd my Thoughts into ſuch a me- 
thod as I ſhould and would have done, if my time and 
other Accompliſhments had born any proportion to your 
tions, and the duty of ſuch an undertaking ; but 
hope I nave ſaid enough to make it plain to all the True 
and Well-meaning Sons of the Church of England; that what 
I have preſꝰd you and them to do, and reſolve, by God's 
Aſſiſtance, to practiſe my ſelf, Is 
1/t. A Duty we owe to Almighty God, by whom all Kings pr 8. ;«. 
> Reign (ho are not the Peoples Creatures but his Yicegerents ) , 
not intruſted with theirs, but inveſted with his Authority. 
The Powers that be are ordain'd of God, and as he that 
reſiſts them, reſiſts the Ordinance of God; ſo he that dif. 
honours them, diſhonours G, Ordinance, and by con- 
ſequence God. himſelf, And as reſpect for the King's ſake, 
is to be paid to all ſuch Perſons as he depyres to ſuſtain his 
Authority and repreſent his Perſon; fo much more for 
Goa*s ſake, is honour to be paid to the Kine, whom God 
hath commiſſion*d to be his Deputy on Earth, and inveſt- 
cd with the largeſt ſhare of his Authority. Belides, God 
hath expreſly commanded us to honour the King, and Prov. 2. 
twice joyn'd it with a Precept to Fear Him, to denote 21. 
that none can deny the King Honour, but ſuch as have no ! Pet. 2. 
fear of od before their Eyes; and that without Diſobe- 
dience to God we cannot refuſe to honour the ing, both 
as a Chriſtian and a King: And here, once for all, let it 
be obſerv'd, That when St. Perer wrote his firſt _ 
22 1 
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and therein gave Chriſtians that Precept of Honouring the 
King; he, who then govern'd them, was none of the beſt, 
but perhaps one of the worſt in the World who ever wore 
an Imperial Crown; a profeſt Enemy, not to Chriſtiani- 
ty alone, but to Morality too. Nero was at that time 
> 4 Roman Emperor, who was not only an Heathen, and of 
a different Religion from them; but alſo as Tertallian ſtiles 
him, Dict vor Damnetions: notre, the firſt Perſecutor of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which ſhews him to be of none at 
all. And yet ſuch a King they are commanded to honour, 
which may aſſure us, That 'tis the King's Authority, ab- 
ſtracted from his perſonal Quabfications, which we are to 
honour ; be his Religion what it will, be jt ay-or none at 
all; if he be our King, God requires us to conſult his Ho- 
nour in all things; and without Diſobedience to God, I 
hope 1 have ſufficiently prov'd that we cannot do other- 
wiſe. Every True Son, therefore, of the Church of Eng. 
land, who acknowledges his Majeſty's Title to the Impe- 
rial Crown of theſe Kingdoms to be unqueſtionable, muſt 
conclude it to be an ind:ſpenſible Daty, which he owes to 
Almi ty God, to ſay and do all that he lawfully may for 

the King's Honour. 
2aly. *'Tis a Duty which we owe to the Xing, and that 
not only becauſe God hath by the divine Law given him a 
Right thereunto, but alſo becauſe the Benefies which we 
enjoy under his Government deſerve it. Do we not en- 
joy publick Peace and Preferments, and the free and pub- 
lick Exerciſe of our Religion, which is a bleſling infinitely 
more valuable than any of which we can be ambitious, 
on this ſide Heaven? He hath not only indulg'd that to us, 
. but by many moſt gracious, ſolemn and reiterated Promi- 
= ſes, engaged his Honour and Fidelity to protect us in it; 
which we muſt honour for the Church*s Magna Charta, the 
© more tranſcendent act of Grace, becauſe not extorted by 
Rebellion, and a ſecurity more firm than any Law, which 
cannot tye a King (who is declared the ſupreme Judge of 
5 the Law and above it) ſo faſt as the Obligations of his 
| own Royal Word and Honour do it. And is there nothing 
due for ſo high a Favour ? Are not we to be extreamly 
tender 
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tender of his Honour, who is ſo tender of our Happineſs, as 
that he may — be ſtiled the Deferder of our Faith, as 
well by Deſert as by Inheritanct; as not only to protect it 
from real Dangers, but alſo to protect the Profeſſors of 
it from their own fears? If a Nero be to be honoured, 
much more a Tits or Veſpaſian : If a Tyrant (who was a 
diſgrace to Humanity, ) much more an indulgent Father of 
our Church and Country; one whoſe Clemency makes him the 
delight of Mankind, and one whoſe Royal Word gives his 
Subjects the belt Security of which they are capable. 

za). Iis a Duty we owe to our Country: The King 


POV. 


AACR" x2 44" 


is the Light of our Iſrael, as David is ſtiPd; and the more 2 Sam. 21. » 


gt and reſplendant this Light, the more bright, power- 
Tad 14 1 and Influences will it aun among us. 
He is the breath of owr Noſtrils;, and if our undutiful and 
indecent Behaviow towards him do eclipſe bis Honowr, by 
interpoſing any thick Body between him and his Peoples 
Hearts, or taint the Nations Breath with an i Savor, 
it would be a fad ＋ 1 of the decay of its Vitals. 
Who knows not, that the uſual Methods of Treaſon and 
Rebellion have bean firſt to blacken the Prince, and make him 
ſeem wile to the People, and then to tempt them to op- 
poſe and reliſt him ? Firſt to repreſent him in ſome foul 
ſhape (as the Heathen Perſecutors did the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, when they cloathed them in Beaſts Skins ) and then 
expoſe them firſt to be derided, and at laſt to be dewar'd ? 
And what did any Nation ever get by Rebellion, but 
expence of Treaſure and Blood, Rapme, Miſery and Rune? 
In which Point, if we are yet unſatisfied, let us ſit down 
and caſt up the Accounts of ours from Forty to Sixty, the 
ſumma tot alis of which will be found to be nothing on the 
Balance, but the loſs of our Liberties, Properties and Religion, 
with the additional Intereft of Slavery, intailed upon us 
and ours for ſo many Years. Can we then better conſult 
the Kingdoms good at this time, than by maintaining the 
Kings Honour, or take a better courſe to keep it iu Feace 
and Plenty, than by keeping up a good Opinion of our 
moſt Gracious Prince among his Subjects; or ſhew our 
ſelves greater Patriots, or better Friends of our Country, 
than 
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than by being zealous for our Prince?s Honour, and jeafot.. 
of all thoſe Words or Actions, which may ſecretly under- 
mine it ? 

4thly. Laſtly, This is a Duty we owe to our Dear Mo- 
ther the Church of England, from whoſe Breaſts we have 
ſuck'd an witainted Loyalty, and by whom we have been 
traincd upto a moſt render Zeal for the Honour and Ser- 
vice of our King, without any relation had to his Religi- 
on. It is well known, That no Church under Heaven ever 
tauęht her Chudren more Loyal Principles, or more conftant- 
ty than ſhe has done; and therefore no Children on this ſide 
Hell, would be more unpardonable for atting Diſloyally 
than hers, She never allow'd any pretence whatſoever to 
diſingage us from our Loyalty; nor did ſhe ever abſolve us 
when we appear'd to want it, but upon ſourd and ſincere 
Repentance. The more inexcnſable then were we, if we 
ſhould diſgrace our Breeding and Education under her moſt 
excellent Inſtructions with any contrary Practices: And 
the more indiſpenſibly are we oblig'd to lay hold of thoſe 
Opportunities, which the Providence of God does now 

us, to give the World ſuch a convincing Teſtimo- 
ny of our Loyalty, as unleſs the True genuine Sons of the 
Church of England ſhew, I queſtion whether it will ever 
ſee. Catholick, Loyalty | mean, not only bearing patiently, 
but dearly loving, and devoutly honouring our Prince, 
though of a different Religion, and not ſpeaking ill of any 
thing, of which he hath himfelf entertain'd a ſacred, or 
would have us have a good Opinion. 

And thus far have I, in Obedience to your commards, 
exprelled as plainly as I could, the judgment of my own 
Mind, about this important and ſeaſonable Duty. I am 
ſo ſenſible of my own «firms for an undertaking of this 
Nature, that nothing but 1 or a greater command, could 
have drawn me to make ſuch an eſlay ; leaſt ſo good 4 Cauſe 
ſhould ſuffer more by my Weakneſs than gain by my Zeal: 
However, ſuch as it is, I hambly ſubmit it to your better 
Jadgment ; not doubting but that whatever you judge to 
be {aid amiſs, will be, by your Charity, as if it had never been 
ſaid by me, and corrected by your Chriſtian Prudence: m 
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if any thing be ſaid that may be capable of doing his Ma- 
jeſty any Service, you will conceal the Author, leaſt his 
obſcurity prove an Obſtacle to the efficacy of his Argu- 


ments. Who will live and die a True Son of the Church 
of England, a Loyal Subject to his Majeſty, and 
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and obſerve, under pain of Sin, right or wrong ;, if our Con- 
ſcience, after a ſerions Examination, dictates ſo ; therefore 
all bur anc Laws, which puniſh a ſincere Obedience to this inter- 
nal Law, viz, Conſcience, are hard, in caſe ( that is) of 
an Invincible Exror., Beſides, we muſt acknowledge them to 
be a True Church, though infected with ſome Errors, and 
to have things neceſſary to Salvation; why then ſuch a ſevere 
Animadverlion upon them? Do not TI and Jem, and 
ſome Settaries, who are worſe than either, live i amon 

us; and why then muſt our Brethren of Rome be moleſted 

And why may not either Church or State alter many things 
concerning, their own C onſtieutions, upon prudent conſide- 
rations, as the Reaſon and Circumſtances of things vary, 
upon new and better Reaſons ?. No Law, purely Humane, 
can be made wal ; and when it is made, it muſt be in- 
terpreted according to the mind of the Lamgiver; and 
when he in ets his own Lam he. does not tale of but 
ſuſpends the Obligation; and he may inrervene between the 
* gr and S$rridnef ; for the Intention more than the Lerter 
of the Law, is. tp be regarded : And certainly, Mens ftif- 
nefs in keeping what they have got (though not upon ſuch 
Grounds as themſelves now approve of ) is rather a Point 
of miſtaken Hong of Conſcience ;, a Cantention of Spi- 
rit rather than « Debate of Truth and Equity. And if this 
be the Caſe, I am fare all wiſe and good Alen. will cen- 
ſure your Obſtinacy and Frowardnep, if you perſiſt though 
the Mobile, perhaps, may reproach, you with Levity and 
Cowardice, it you retreat. To change our Minds upon 
mature Deliberation and better Experience, and the evidence 
of new and better Reaſon, is a great piece of Chriſtian Ge- 
xeroſity, and ſuch as will ſpeak you honeſt, though not crafty 
Aen. And if the bonowr of Religion be of equal value 
to you with that of your perſonal Reputation, *twere well you 
ſtudied, how much that were concern'd, in the peaceable 
and obedient 8 of ſuch as pretend to have eſpous 


'd 
it, as becomes the True Sons of the Church of England. No- 


thing can fan the Reputation of the glorious Religion we 
7 eſs, more than your turbulent, 
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who are the chief Patriots and Profeſſors = 
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to inal? bis Lam in the very Conſciences of 
his Subjects, now endeavour to put other Limitation: and 
C onditions ＋ them than God has as done; or pretend the 
Re voc ation o — Broad-Seal of the King's civil Authority, 
by the Friiy-Signet of R Where: ever this is done, 
that Prince or lard ad need be a very devout Man 
indeed, who caſts a benign aſpett upon the profeſſion of that 
Religion, which has ſo malignant an in upon his Go- 
vernment : And all ner en en will wich great Reaſon 
doubt, whether that R of God which gives ſuch 
diſturbance and trouble to 65 kis Vicegerent ; and whether that 
will carry Men to Heaven hereafter, which makes ſach Tu- 
mults and Confuſions as will be an Hel upon Earth, I 
hope tis no 1 3th. Article of your Creed or mine, That what- 
ſoever a Parkament does is Agdtiy done ; for that were, to 
ale home to our own doors, by giving them that 
ity which they give the Pope : Men are not bound 
to 1 "heir Conſciences upon Acts of Parliament. I have 
heard, That to 4ſſolve a Parliament in diſcontent, is to 
pick a quarrel with the whole Nation ; and Ion of Opinion, 
That for them to fly in the Face of the Rü , would 
be the ready x to pick 2 kw? and whe- 
ther it be a conſcientious or pr thing ſo to do} or that 
a deſign to prevent a remote and contingent r 
atone for a Diſobedience at preſent, = whilch may _y 
diſſolve the frame of Government, I leave to you to Rog 
There may ariſe a Pharaoh who knew not Yoſeph, and 
then you may come to be wh d with your own Rods, Theſe 
violent Oppoſers of the regal Prerogative,” know not what 
Spirit they are of : Do they meet the ſame Meaſure they would 
— — 3 again ? 1s this their wary Kind- 
s? Does not che Privite of 
Fe alice bie his Bar. ciples, If it be po ible, and much as in 
them lies, to live peaceably with all ? 'The Wiſdom which 


is from above, is pure and peaceable , it 4. the pablick 
good ; and *tis a true Teſtimony o ar 
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ſelf, and be mindful of the pwblick, Welfare of the whole 
in all his private Meditations ; 'was this made the Fabi 
d Fabricii and other Roman Worthies, ſorenown'd in thoſe 
times, that they were content to expoſe themſelve to the 
greateſt dangers, and to venture the loſng of the good O- 
- pinion of the Mobile, for the Proſperity and Safety of the 
Commonwealth. Lord, how rare a thing is it, in our age, 
to find a private Man, who cordially devotes himſelf to 
the good of the. Community, which Is of ſo much the nearer 
conce-nment tham the private, as it is of larger Extenſion ? 
Conlider before it be too late, that the Religion you are ſo 
juſtly inamonred with, will rather be prejudic d than pro- 
noted by this peeviſhneſs of her Profellors : Haſt rhou che 
Faith of the Church of England, have it to 2 605 and take 
the Kingdom of Heaven by an Holy wolence,” but do nat at- 
tempt by any wicked violence to impoſe it upon others? 
will you neither be obedient for Wrath nor yet for Con- 
ſcience ſalg Did ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who were 
arm'd and inſtructed with a greater Power, for the vindi- 
cating of the Truth, than ever. any Perſons ſince, either 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, were, behave themſeſves ſo unſeem- 
ly? Did not St. Paul become all things ta all Men,” that he 
might by all means gain ſome ? And ſhall not we interchangably 
uſe the duties of common Humanity to them of the Roman 
Religion! Not ſhew them the way (but out of the Land 
of the Living ). who are going, towards the Land of Pro- 
miſe, as well as we, nd Yor think we do God and the Kin 
ood Serdice? Does not St. Paul command every Soul to 
ubjelt to the bigher Powers, upon pain of Damnation? If 
they are in Errors, you may warn them of their danger, as 
be did, Night. and Day with Tears; but you muſt by no 
means draw Blood of them, nor tempt others to diſpiſe 
them.: Let your moderation be known wito alt Men ;, Chriſt 
Came not to Aron but, to ſave alive; we had better be per ſecued 
our ſelves: than become Perſecutors of others; nothing 
that is violent or injurious can have any thing of Religion in 
it; and why ſhould we tempt the Romaniſts to combine to- 
gether (as they will do, if they have not more Religion than 
we, ſhew in this Stubborneſs ) to revenge the Injuries — 
| ve 
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have been ofer'd them, the Wounds that have been given 
them in the Houſe of their Friends? Of which we are asgualty,, 
by being the wnconcern'd and ſilent Spettators, as if we were 
the 8 Aſaſſms ;, and whoſoever is afraid of being re- 
proach'd for a Papiſt, by pleading their C auſe as far as Ju- 
ſtice and Charity favours it; or conſults his Eaſe and Reput a- 
tion more than his Religion at this juncture; when ſuch / 
faults are made upon the Principles of the Church of Eng- 
land, even by them ho pretend moſt kindneſsto it, deſerves 
the Puniſhment either of a Coward in his Religion, or a 
Traytortoit. No Man, who loves his King or Country, can 
wiſh: for more Liberty or Encouragement than the Church of 
England Men enjoy; and for any of them to grudge the 
King immunity for them of his own Religion, is ſuch a com- 
polition of. Indiſcretion, Popularity, Ingratitude and Inſolence, 
as is little deſerv'd by ſo Good and Gracious a Prince, Peace 
is not the thing we purſue, but Popularity, which may be 
the FooPs Paradiſe, but it is the Wiſe Aan Scorn: He ne- 
ver attempts to keep up a Party againſt Authority with a 
Spirit of Contradittion , nor to make differences more or 
wider than they are to pleaſe the People, who love to hear 
Welt of themſelves and J of their Princes, as you cannot 
but have heard: fome degraded Comurtiers do, who being 
outed of their Employments, or diſappointed and defeated-of 
their ſecular Aims, never ceaſe to Harangue againſt what 
| they have lf or mf, to ſatisfie, not their Reaſon, but 
their Revenge. Theſe are the great Champions for the · 
Church, whom the Populacy* admires. Popularity makes 
theſe Hector as bold as Lyons now, who would 8 as faſt 
from danger as any hunted Stag, if a Blood-hound were at 
their Heels, according to Tertullian s Obſervation,. Novi 
& Paſtores eorum, in pace leones, in pralio cer vos: He was 
a Viſe Man that told us, That to fawn on the People, is 
the loweſt degree of Flattery, and 1 think. he might have 
added, and the higheſt degree of Folly ;. for nothing can be 
more fooliſh than to eſteem their Good Opinion, whole Judg- 
ments we approve not; for a Man to ſtand in the King 
Light, on purpoſe to draw the rowling Eyes of the Crowd 
— hi elf; to be look d at, and to be ta 2 

an 
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Man that would fain be thought conſider«ble by being 
troubleſome this is indeed Poiſon of Hypocriſie, 
which deftroys many Souls, as well as diſturbs many States; 
and therefore when you hear Men, ſo zelow in ſtanding up 
for Go Glory; take heed that they prove not Chapmen 
for their own. Popularis aura, 1 That they may 
be Town tall for oppoſing the King, attempting to eat 
them without Salt whom the King honours; to which I am 
ſore it is not the Spirit of client that provokes them, 
but a much worſe Principle. I hope there are but a few 
of theſe amongſt your fellow Members, and that moſt of 
you are ſincerely reſoly'd to go on in the peaceable way which 
you know to be 72 as counting it your Glory to have 
the Teſtimony of your own Conſciences, bearing witneſs 
with you of your Integrity. If the reſt of your Brethren 
will bear you company, in gratifying hs Majeſty in his 
juſt and reaſonable Expectations, I know you will be the 
better plead; if not, I doubt not, but you have courage 
enough to act Vertuouſiy by your ſelf, rather than to do ll 
for Company > and that you will rather be ſingular in a 
Loyal Vote, than Sociable in the contrary. I am better 
acquainted with your Courage and Conſcience, than to be 
jealows of this; nor is it to hearten you, but other Men up- 
on this occaſion, that I ſay ſo much on this Subject, as 
becomes every Man in my Station, who am one of them that 
watch for your Souls, and therefore dare not betray them 
by my ſilence, and coolneſs in God's or the King's Cauſe : 
My Crime would be as deep as my Silence ; and my not 
proclaiming, next to my procuring, the danger you run your 
ſelves into, for want of a timely foreſight; the not </- 
covering any Net in which you may be unhappily enſna- 
red, and not breaking it too, if we can, would be next to 
the ſpreading of it if we could, And I know full well, 
That Cowardice in a Miniſter is worſe than in a Soldier, 
by how much our warfare is more honourable than theirs ; 
and] reckon them the moſt profligate Coward: in the World, 
who are afraid of opening their Mouths for the King, for 
fear the People ſhould open their Mouths againſt them. 
The fear of offending a private Brother is a thing not con- 
ſiderable 
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ſiderable in compariſon of the Duty we owe to the publick 
— for this would cut the = of all —— 
and bring the Xing and his Laws into Contempt, by gra- 
tifying ſome Mens cauſcleſs Scruples, and others growndleſs 
Fealouſies : Do not therefore ſo conſider Roman Catholicks, 
as to forget they are Engliſhmen and good Chriſtians; let 
Anabaptiſts or Preſbyterians act this ) rather than any 
True Son of the Church of England : Her's in which you are 
embarqued is not a Fire- ſup deſigned for Deſtructian, but 
for Eaification;, ſhe is for winning Men over to her ſelf, 
with Aldneſs and the Spirit of AMeekneſs,-and not for in- 
raging them with Yiolenee-and Bitterneſs ;, and therefore ne- 
ver ſeek for a loop-holg to creep out of, but ſtand to her 
Principles; trouble not your ſelf to enquire whether the 
thing, which the King expects, be expeazent or not, being 
well ſatisfied of its Legality ; let the King anſwer for that:; 
God will never lay it to your Charge. God guides all Prin- 
ces Actions to his own juſt and wiſe Ends, who can cauſe 
the Wrath of Man to turn to his Praiſe ;, his Providence and 
Protection, and our Prince Conſcience and Honour, are as 
Security to our Church, as any we can deſire; and ſhe 

as taught us to reſt ſatisfied with it; and told us, That 
Religion never proſper*d by any wndue Practices to advance 
it. Meckneſs, Patience and Humglity are thoſe Graces of the 
Spirit which convince and convert: I hope Time, and a 
Underſtanding of our Princes exemplary Juſtice, the ſa- 
credneſs of bis Royal Word, and the moſt obliging Temper of 
his Perſon, will allay thoſe dangerous Democratical Furies, 
which whereſoever they prevail or enter, poſſeſs Men with 
Principles of Uſurpation, upon the fundamental Prerogatives 
of their Sovereign, and deſign to diveſt. him of the loyal 
and ſincere Afettions of his Peoples Hearts : He has done 
all that any Prince can poſſibly do, to convince the World 
of his merciful Inclinations, to make his Moderation known 
unto all Men, whom he can ſafely truſt, as well as to his Ro- 
man C atholick, Subjects; and how far he is from incroach- 
ing upon any Man's Conſcience himſelf, or ſuffering others 
to do it; he has made it hi Buſineſs Night and Day, ever 
ſince he fate upon the Throne, to allay all Hears and - 
moſities., 
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ries, ariſing from different Perſwaſions in Religion, and 
—— the — and Affections of all his Subjects 10 
God in Religion, to his Vicegerent in Loyalty, and to their 
Neighbours in Charity; he longs to ſee us ar Peace with our 
ſelves and all the World; belides he hates to ſee us forward 
to do ſuch Bloody Offices one to another, as Turks and 
Jem would be aſhamed of; nothing is ſo diſpleaſing to 
him, as to ſee fellow Chriſtians and fellow Subjetts reviling 
and hbelling one another, as once Conſtantine did, in the 
Council of Nice, killing and treading one another under Foot, 
as in the Council of Erbe ſus, and as, in the Schiſm of Da. 
maſus and Urſicinus z as if Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, were 
not yet come into the World, or at leaſt not reveaPd in this 
part of it. If there be any Jncendtaries 2 us, Re- 
ligion does not inflame them; if there be any ſuch Feds 
Religion does not kindle them; ſhe cannot do that upon Earth 
which ſhe damns to the Pit of Hell: That which makes us 
grievous to our ſelves or others cannot be Religion; ſhe 
teaches us to love ow Brethren as our ſelves, and to dwell 
together in Unity; and if our Practices be accordingly, our 
Principles will eaſily defend themſelves. Now is the time for 
us of the Church of England, to remember our Doctrine 
of ſincere Obedience to the ſupreme Power, a Doctrine plea- 
ſing to Almighty God, and of good report among all Prin. 
ces; and let us not ſhew now, when we think our ſelves 
fouch'd, that we were only Political and Mercenary in our 
Loyalty ; and that as the Devil ſaid of Job's ſerving God, 
It was not for nought , it may be ſaid of our ſerving the 
King too, becauſe we had all along the chief Countenance 
and Protection of the Laws which he made; and as the 
Phraſe there is, had a Hedge made about us, and about all 
that we had on every ſide ; but in the caſe under debate, if 
any of ow Communion provoke the King to Anger ( who 
is not, nor will not be angry with us for cleaving to our 
Religion) let him be his own Caſui/t, whether he pays ar 
intire Chriſtian Obedience, ſeeing he would conclude in leſſer 
Inſtances, that the firſ Pro voc ation begins a Quarrel ;, 
*rwould now be but bantring, to endeavour to commend the 
King out of reſentment of a repulſe; when as indeed, ſet- 
ting 


.. 


reign Princes (hall, hear by their 
fluence he can have upon his dun t Home. 
'of our late e Se 


we any more Power to' riſe „ or to 
: an} ore Port il up . Romany 
to rebel againſt - caren Elixaberb ( beldes the 


Right of :) Fot it is not the Lew that makes 


Power of raj — 
and Sea; 

leer, whei and where he judges 

his Power it is to remit the Severities o 


by he — 2 and = — = 
is Greamneſs and ) ; by graciouſly | rn both t 
ſmaller Breaches of his Laws, and the more cn | 


nothing can be 
C oncurrence with 


(50) 


rr 8 do, with ſub- 

of your and Loyal  Afembly, 

Wick thts At iy of 5 why) ond Lo it be not 
ca #5 wag wick yr W 2 to follow a courſe uſed in ma- 


ny * 12 a; Court as " politick as any in the World, 


that, of Rome, who when they are advertis'd of ſome- 
thing by: 4 Prince, which formerly came from them, 
do i ch away the Grau to the lame effect, 


ay 
jp 0 were. preceaſcons of Ngbt to do it. Before King e 
r{t's time, vou will hardly find, that the Sowereigs.?; 
Propoſals were ever rejected by Parliaments, and yet their 
— have oft, with good Reaſon, been denied in Queen 
ElizabetlPs time; the\publick. Bills were drawn by the Privy- 
Council, and underwent afterwards very calm, gentle: and 
ſbort; Debates in Parliament, But that which may ſtick ſtill 
with ſome of you, in the preſent caſe, is, Your anſwering 
the King's expectation, il look like a giving away 
wwr. Religjon.: It may look ſo to ſome Po- blind People, who 
ſce but little before them, and then the Reaſon is no better 
chan Hp, which is now-adays grown Per ſons of 
Lualizy, as common and great a fault as Oppreſſion was for- 
merly. But how is our Relig given away. by your con- 
ſent to that, which your diſſent cannot er?” It-is our 
as well as our Day, "pot to be wanting: to them 
whom. the King. eſteems and honours in any acts of Friend- 
which are conſiſtent with a good Conſcience; and: to 
ſuffer our City Gates to ſtand wide open for them, that 
they may go in image age gg dg 
nefus and Pri s which. we No Man ever did a 
er ut at one time or other 
he himſelf car, the Fruits of it. Let it be remembred; in 
what, goad- cundition the Proteſt aut Rebgian is in many Ge- 
vernments within the German Empire, by allowing Privi- 
ig t thoſe of the Chorch of ne How well aſſured 
overnments are contmudng entirely Futthful, 
when. theſe People have 7 aſſur ances with — 2 
jelts of their remaining ſafe. Waving many Inſtances 
which that Expire. affords, let us look into that of Bran- 


debug, the Religion of which Country Le yr 


IE 
' thoſe who 5 with the 


thoſe two Perſwalions TEL 

ſides, blackning one another, and 

ing the oppoite Opinions to be fowler than it ſelf in 

their Eyes: But yet in this Elettorate, ſuch was the Wi 

dom of his Highnef, that he gave an 

keep the publick. Religion as he found it; and ſuch , 

his Faith and Honour, that he has been ./acred to ks 

ments, On the other party rt, theſe Graces,have been ſaat 1225 

rereived by his Subjects, that as be make tem bp , 
0 EA 25 


and his own Pritice-tlke ee come 
glorious Prince that ever Br 


do our par like theas Ne ae uct —— 
his Majefty's is, e 'C 
Miniſters Non In, and makes uſe 2 who er- 
ſhip in his may; yet the others do. not repine at it; much 
leſs ought we to grudge them the Fruits of; the King's £4- 
vour, who were as Loyal Aftor:, in the late Limes of Re- 
wa an for ken might wren der ee aer 
wir or might to have 
been reſtored to their Privileges of Tue Engliſh Subjedts be- 
fore now, 198. r ey above Comempt . and 
Danger. not this. to teach our ener 
but ſhall pray to God © who. ſtands in the Co + of 
_ * Princes, and obſerves, not only all their Nen, A 
ing. and Proceedings, but even the malt ſerrer Defgrs and 
© Intentions of the Hearts of ev ikees proj from-whom 


hen by the ö 
& you ſhall be lawfully gather'd in his. Var, to C De 
« for and — 6 rg and — 2 
* both of Church and State, 
« Heavenly Wiſdom from above, to dect and ga 
all your Conſultations; That having _— 
fore your Eyes, and emi, al pi — 
benen Fra ba 
cer and 


dk 
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* tend to the glory of h ename of 


er 
True Religion wo. 


cy, H 
«þ of the King, th — xg Ts 
© liry of this Nm 84 ch. the aig and TLDS 
« ther" of the Hearts of all Eſtates Perſons, w 
« ſame; in true Chriſtian Love and Charity one towards ano- 
ther: which will be your greareſt Honour here, and the way 
to eternal Glory hereafter, 
But if any In your high Srarion ſhould ſay, ſuch I mean who 
fit upon the L Bench ich you, we arg ſo far ol 2 Nerd 
ing Papiſts the Power into whic his Majeſty has eas d 
to put them, that we will leave all to ov Fill 
be ever Loyal, bur we will not act in the ſame Commiſſion 
with them; either Ey or AGlir . Theſe Men, who are 
-fuch Newter-paſſeve Loyaliſts, may do well to _— That 
this theit —— Reſolution is diſagreeable to their Alegj- 
ance at large. by Law, and to the — they 
eſpouſe. 2 is wholly deftrultive of Loyalty; 
for © be Zope and en ſerve the King when requir'd, is a 
plain Contradiction; ſince Loyalty is not like a cini Ce- 
-remenry, but an Obligation laid upon us by the higheſt Law, 
to wo obey thoſe placed over us; againſt whom he does 
. whois unactive in their Service. And there- 
s obey'd their Emperors, though 
"Hearbens, with the beterd of this Lives and Fortune; and 
mall We, "that are the Sons of the Church of England, reſuſe 
the lawful Services of a moſt Chriſtian and Gracious King? 
whom we are obliged to ſerve without Ifs and Aud, as 
well when he Fromm upon us as when he Favours us; for 
This is the only wy to be God"; Favourites as well as his, "and 
10 prove oor ſelves Members of Chriff as well as of the 
— * 2 1 pray th in the oo ow, 
i not only to the Government to 
Jnftrumens; of ir too; without which the Government could 
| on, and the greateſt Princes would have leſs 
than a Centwion has, who ſays to one 
goes, to another, come and he comes, and to a third, 
- Souldien do this, and be does it : And our common Lew has 
therefore. cſtabliſh'd this Subalternacy of obeying and bearing 


Parr 


(93) 
part in the Gdvernment, of which Sr. Thomas ; Cafe 
and Impri is a pregnant Inſtance ;. nor cam it be juſtly 
id, That it was an ever-ſtretching of the Prerogarive, for 


There were many Gentlemen in the Rebellious as be- 


fore the King's Reſt auration, who,. acting under the U s 
Commiſſion, told their confiding Friends, they indur d it 
only in order to the ſgrving the King and the Loyal Party; 
how much rather ſhould Men now ſerve the ——ů 5 
alternately thoſe that ſerve him, when they are to 
do it by a lf Authority ?. Let them alſo conſult their 
Honour as Gentlemen, and ſhew a. Courage befitting their 
Quality, like that brave Roman, who did not, like other 
mean Spirits, ſneak out and quit his Poſt, but generouſly 
PRs he did not deſpair of the Commonwealth, nor would. 
e deſert. its Service: If they to whom this is urg'd,, ſay, 
No more do ue; we acquieſce in the Xing Plaaſare, but 
| — 


(524) 
ve care nt for a; their laying don this; is wr tha. 
prachment of their Loyalty; for hereby. do they raiſe or in- 
creaſe the groundlefs Fears and Jealouſies of — — 
who- will be over- apt to conclude, That if thoſe leading 
Aden in the Comtry, upon whoſe Conduct they fafely re- 
lyed, Withdraw themſelves, ul i loft ; Religion and "Proper. 
ty are vaniſid ; whereas you are the only Aer who can 
and ſhould take them off theſe miſtakes, by giving them to 
widerſtand, That the carrent of the Law is as clear as ever, 
and that the King does no more for his own Religion, than 
every Prince in the World does for be; nor kf for ore, 
than wall faffice to make us if we had but Wit enough 
to know when wo were lo. : t, as to the mixture of Po- 
piſh aud Proteſtow Fuſtices , Ireland has deen long fo Go- 
vertd and with good Suecef; and as the number 
of our preſent Staate Laws were made by their Anceſtors 
Council and Conſent, then of the fame Religion they now are 
of ; ſo we have no reaſon to queſtion but they will be as 
forward to execute, as the. atbers were to get them vidtted. 
And if, after all, they confeſs, as all lngenuous and Conſide- 
r 
[4 * Off . 
Roman Cathols he they could not anſwer. 1 50 their 
Counties for which they ſerve; they need not be told (who 
were . ſuch apt Scholars in the tender Point of Privileges 
of Parliament ) that their Power is more than that of the 
States General of the United Provinces, for they may not 
only conſade but conſent without thoſe who ſent them ; and if 
they dare deny it, ſend a Serjeant at Arms for them (as 
you know they lately did, - how legally 1 Diſpute not.) 
And ſince thoſe States, in the late King's Time, concluded 
with him a Point of Benefit, without ever ſending to 
their Principals, and were afterward thanked by them for 
it; with more Night and with as good Sucreſ, may they 
concur with the King's Motion, if it be conſider'd, That 
they were not choſen by Men of that Antimonarchical Spi- 
rie, who generally prevaiPd in the Three Elections be- 
fore this. And as to thoſe of the oppoſite Party, who can 
think their Thoughts are likely to be like Lycan bis de- 
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ee good he and dee meet 


fürmire that ſome Men endeavor to brite Parkin * 
Dif ſteem, as ſixbborn and intratt able, and | 
this and what may probably enſue, it will 


bedly be Prudent, to give Foines formerly 
— with too much and too little Ju- 
— by which —_ rg Pamey and? A 
— have 4x — of ſaving the 

4 * ave I 183541 to give = the beſt 
Refolurion'T can aft the Caſe in foe — rt a Thoughts 


which were to my ſatisfaction, will prove ſo toyour's, or 
others more fearful and jtaton is the hart Por 
Church, I know not; bars je Wer OY | at 0 . 
not only for the King's Service 
their ow and Peace ſake; He Ae a Pobrician, mdf 
told us, That for the-maintenznce of 4 Religion long in be- h. 
ing, it is neceſfary oft times to reduce it” to its 75. Grounds vel 5 333. 
nor do I think it would argue want of P Pry 
the Som of the Clarch of Eta to ſtudy t pinie 
Conſtitutions of the ſame, and to reflect upon the peareable 
Temper of the Fx Reformers, and to aller what one of 
our beſt Caſt our Church ever bred, tells u us, 2 — SH 
of One of our Church Marrying with 4 *Recufart,, I 
Points, wherein the Subffance of Chri F 20 "Bp. San. 
1 of the Cbriſti Religion, we agree. derſon's 5. 
And that he who'rightly- underſtands thoſe Carbokich ON Caf. p. 12. 
taught in the C my of both Churches; a concerning 
which all Chriſtendom, in a" manner, are” ar a. preſent accord; 
and will alſo ſuffer himſelf farther to conſider. Thar. the 
Church of Ela does not. impoſe upon the fe an 
Conſciencts of her Members ,. any ttüng to be helie vd ot 
receiv d as of neceſſity to Salvation; but what is truly Ca- 
—— and confeſſed by her Ad verſarĩes ſo to be; and con- 
ently, that the Differences between her and the Ko- 
= Party,, is wholly about thoſe Additionals or Sager 
ftruttures,, may eaſily reſt ſatisfied in his judgment and 
Conſcience, That the thing 44 is not ſimply vi, arr} tor 
genere, unlawful, but expedient; and as exigentids and 
the 


J 


the. comunctiam 

e 

— 4 e 2 
© 


And in EE did We live up to the Rules and Cn. 
of 2 Church, the Differences between them and us would 


not appear gy. nd. eat, but that we mi 

AS RES ho hes. \kindnet ier hope 
— 12 laſt, if not Men of one F ment, yet at leaſl 
of one Heart. I will allow ſuch a C — 2 


repute t Ten of Union with Yard, 
for ſo they mult needs be, to fl ee. 
and Traytor as he is But if we conſider, that there are a a 
reat many Trat hs of ſo little value, that a. wiſe and | 
would part with them all for a Grain of Charity ,, and 
how dangerous it is and damnable, to rend the Peace of the 
Catbolick, Church, we ſhall not be ſo ſtiff and inflexible, ſo 


tenacious and „even in Matters of ſo ſmall mo- 
ment, as we too ly. are to ſo ſhameful a degree of 
Obſtinacy, that we will not ſtir - an hairs breadth to win 


a B ers, no. not to grakific a Prince : Intreat, perſwade 
or convince them ( Non perſuadebis, etiamſs per ſua wy ſtill 
they hold their Pranciple, which is none of the. beſt : ob- 
tain all, yield nothing 3 lo far are they from ton, 7 arm'd 
with Epaminondes his brave heroick Reſolu dri or- 
bu divitias de ſpic rer patrie charitate ; to e priv 
Intereſts for. Love of the publick, Peace of Chur State. 
This were ſuch a Scf-denial, as would adorn a Chriſtian, and 
ſpeak him truly Catholick,y and if Diſtempers in the Body Na- 
turd and Political are reduc'd by Phyſicians and Politicians, not 
to what they ſbould be, but what they can be; then let us not 
re to advance our Chriſtian Liberty, above the Laws of 

Charity and Government, nor endeavour to ſcrae any 
Pre fo 2 l in the Church as to make a diſcord in the State, 
bat endeavour calmly to per/wade and convince Men — 
the Scriptures and Reaſon ; though the Aimſtry and 


* 


| Service be ours, yet the Dominion i bu who bears the 


Sword, and whoſe Friends muſt be ours, or elſe we are not 
Chrif?"; nor our own, We may keep our Conſciences Tender, 
but 


bat not ſo ram as to kick and wince at all which touches 
us, or which wel 9 77 1 that of La- 
Hantins, Que, ahi, ad ir oft Piet as? nimirum eo qui p 499. 

2 20 — qui concordiam cum omnibus — 2 — ah 
nes homines pro fratribus diligunt,, qui cobibere iram ſcixnt, o- 
nemque animi furorem tranguills moderatione lenire: Such an 
Evangelium ar matum as ſome warm Diſputants would make 
our Religion favour, would better become Jom Goodwin 
to publiſh, who was better d in the methods of embroiling 
Three Kingdoms, than any True Sons of the Church of Eng- 
land, wheſe Laws are not like Draco's the Athenian, writ- 
ten in Blood: Her Heart is not ſo petrefied as to rejoyce 
in Evil; ſhe abkors all living Boneſires; prays for the 
Converſion of herꝰ and God Enemies, and delights in their 
Reformation, but not in their Ruine; her Commands are 
like her Saviow?*s with the Sceptre and not with the Sword, 
unleſs it be of the Spirit, which ſhe never ſuffers to make 
way to Mens Conſciences by cutting through their Fleſh. 
Let 2 Sou never come into ſuch Councils as theſe, jc, 29. 4: 
The Greek Church approves not to this day, the putting He- 
reticks to Death; and we have great Reaſon to Bleſs God 
and the Xing, that our Writt, de Heretico comburendo, is 
taken away by Act of Parliament ;, and may all other San- 
guinary Laws periſh and be aboliſtd as well as that, made 
in this or any Chriſtias State, againſt Men upon the 
ſcore of Chriſtian Religion, if the moſt notorious Offen- 
ders againſt it be puniſhed with a civil Death here, and 
an ezernal hereafter, tis ſufficient : Defendenda eſt Religio non 
occidendo ſed moriendo, Aut hoc non eſt Evangelium, aut nos 
non ſumus. evangeliei; frarerna neceſſuudine coheremu, quam 
qui non agnoſcut injuſtus eſt : Chriſtianity binds us to pur- 
chaſe Peace at Intereſt, rather than. Keep. up a Party a- 
gainſt it; for there is ſuch- variety of Education, Intereſt, 
and Cuſtom in the World, that he who reſolves to yield 
to no 2 with no. Body. Chriſt comply'd. 
with. the Rites and Cuſtoms he found in the World, and 
condeſcended to the very Humours of Stubborn People, to 
ingratiate himſelf and his Doctrine: And Era/mw hated » 
diſcord ſo much, that he * not any Truth that might 

occa- 


% 


Ia. 11. 9. 


occnſon it, "Mii ſane adeo inviſa oft diſcordia, ut veritas 


(33) 


eriam at- ſedirioſa : Nor can any deſire to keep the 
wW of the Church or Kingdom open, but ſuch as 
would be better pleaVd to ſuck the Blood of both; and 
— Princes have a happy time of it, to ſerve the 
umours of ſuch Men, receive ſuch En 

as they .daily give them. There was to be no rating 
Zeaſt in all God's Holy Mountain; the Beaſts of came 
down from Ae Serr, and not from Aab If 
the Counſels of any of the Enemies of our Church be of 
Men or Devils, it will come to nought ; but if it be of God, we 
cannot overthrow it, leaſt happily we be found d Fighters 
againſt God; _ if ever we mays pen good 

— . , it muſt be — _ 0 ny org — 
Righteouſnef,, an Medi, not umour peradany; 
for this is a time of healing, and not of tronbling the 
Waters. There is nothing wanting to make us * vo 


etly one by another, though of ſeveral Jud 
we in the Fundamentals of Religion a Lag, bu 
the ſubduing of our own mordinate Affection: 
take up the Crof to lay it upon web rg Mens Waden? 
or do we fellow Chriſt, as the Fews did, to Crucifie him? 
This isto love Chriſt and the King as Men do one another, 
till they be brought to the Tryal: Geode is the beſt 
Note of the True Church, and I hope will prove the in- 
able Charatter of Oars ; for, I am fare, none are (© 
ble to their Brethren on ' Earth, as that have their 


Converſation in Heaven, If we will ſoffer it, our Religion 
is ready to tye the Gordian-knoe of Kindneſs between us, 


and all who deſerve the Name of Chriſtians ; it will 1 


an harmony in the Affections of all the King's Subjects 
who receive it; it will ſublimate and ſpiritualize their 
Humanity, and draw it off from all the Dreggs of Ma- 
lice and Uncharitableneſs, and teaches us to love the 
King for his Goodneſs, as well as others to fear him for his 
Reſolution, The — * it an yer rag he to 
come near a Man of a differem or waſton 

them, but we have not fo learned = rh — 2— 
any frriſe be beard amongſt ws but who ſhall trive firſt 


| a loath 
your Mama, and Jong for your old Ag Leeks 
and Garlicks, you will not make others look lik 
that you may look the more like Sun, but you join 
with the Church and the meaneſt of her Children, and 
ſay a hearty Amen to this Prayer, Domine da pacem in die- 
bus noſtris; and ſpend your time in ta ti 
Peace, that you may prevail to ſti 
Diſſentions which the Divel has kindled among us; and in 
Tears if you cannot, ſo ſhall ye be found is Peace by the Prince 
of Peace at his coming, without ſpot and blameleſs, and 
our Hieruſalem be built up as a City at Unity in it ſelf. 

Sir, I have not martiaPd 1 into ſuch a me- 
thod as I ſhould and would done, if my time and 
other Accompliſhments had born any proportion to your 
Expectations, and the duty of ſuch an undertaking ; but 
} hope I have ſaid enough to make it plain to all the True 
and Well-meaning Sons of the Church of England ; that what 
I have pref#d you and them to do, and reſolve, by God's 
Aſſiſtance, to practiſe my ſelf, Is 


1/t, A Duty we owe to Almighty God, by whom all Kings pr g. 15. 


Reign (who are not the Peoples Creatures but his Ficegerents ) 
not intruſted with theirs, but inveſted with his Authority. 

The Powers that be are erdain'd of God, and as he that 
reſiſts them, reſiſ the Ordinance of God; ſo he that diſ- 
honours them, diſhonours God Ordinaxce , and by con- 
ſequence God himſelf. And as * for the King*: ſake, 
is to be paid to all ſuch-Perſons as es to ſuſtain his 
Authority and repreſent his Perſon; ſo much more for 
God*s ſake, is honour to be paid to the King, whom God 
hath commilſion*d to be his Deputy on Earth, and inveſt- 
ed with the largeſt ſhare of his Authority. Beſides, God 


hath expreſly commanded us to honow rhe King, and prov. 24. 


twice joyn'd it with a Precept to Fear Him, to denore 21. 


that none can deny the King Honour, but ſuch as have no! Pet. 2. 


fear of God before their Eyes; and that withont Diſobe- 
dience to God we cannot refuſe to honour the King, both. 
as a Chriſtian and a King: And here, once for all, let is 
be obſerv'd, That when + Peter wrote his firſt Epiſtle, 

2 and: 
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and therein gave Chriſtians that Precept of Honouring the 
King; he, who then govern'd them, was none of the beſt, 
but perhaps one of the worſt in the World who ever wore 
an Imperial Crown; a profeſt Enemy, not to Chriſt*ani- 
ty alone, but to Morality too. Nero was at that time 
the Roman Emperor, who was not only an Heathen, and of 
a different Religion from them; but alſo as Tertullian ſtiles 
him, Diftator Damnnationss.noſtre, the firſt Perſecutor of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which ſhews him to be of none at 
all. And yet ſuch a King they are commanded to honour, 
which may aſlure us, That 'tis the King's Authority, ab- 
ſtracted from his perſonal Qualifications, which we are to 
honour ; be his Religion what it will, be it any or none at 
all; if he be our King, God requires us to conſult his Ho- 
nour in all things; and without Diſobedience to God, I 
hope I have ſufhciently prov'd that we cannot do other- 
wile. Every True Son, therefore, of the Church of Eng- 
land, who acknowledges his Majeſty's Title to the Impe- 
rial Crown of theſe Kinzdoms to be unqueſtionable, muſt 
conclude it to be an indiſpenſible Daty, which he-owes to 
Almighty God, to ſay and do all that he lawfully may for 
the King's Honour, 
2dly. Tis a Duty which we owe to the King, and that 
not only becauſe God hath by the divine Law given him a 
Kight thereunto, but alſo becauſe the Benefirs which, we 
enjoy under his Government deſerve it. Do we not en- 
joy publick Peace and Preferments, and the free and pub- 
lick Exerciſe-of our Religion, which is a bleſſing infinitely 
more valuable than any of which we can be ambitious, 
on this ſide Heaven? He hath not only indulg'd that to us, 
but by many moſt- gracious, ſolemn and reiterated Promi- 
ſes, engaged his Honour and Fidelity to protect us in it; 
which we muſt honour for the Church*s Magna Charta, the 
more tranſcendent act of Grace, becauſe not extorted by 
Rebellion, and a ſecurity more firm than any Law, which 
cannot tye a King (who is declared the ſupreme Judge of 
the Law and above it) ſo faſt as the Obligations of his 
own Royal Word and Honour do it. And is there nothing 
due for ſo high a Favour? Are not we to be extreamly. 
tender 


(61) 
render of bu Honour, Who is ſo tender of dur " Happinef, ” 
that he may juſtly be ſtiled the Defender: of our Faith, 2 
well by Deſert as by Inheritance ; as not only to protect it 
from real Dangers, but alſo to protect the Profeſſors of 
it from their own fears? If a Nero be to be honoured, 
much more a Titus or Veſpaſian: If a Tyrant (who was 2 
diſgrace to Humanity, ) much more an indulgem Father of 
our Church and Country; one whoſe Clemency makes him the 
delight of Mankind, and one whoſe Royal Word gives his 
Subjects the beſt Security of which they are capable. 

3dly. Tis a Duty we owe to our Country: The King 


is the Light of our Iſrael, as David is ſtiPd; and the more 2 Sam. 21. 


icht and reſplendant this Light, the more bright, - 7 
ful and benign Kays and Influences will it diffuſe among us. 
He is the breath of our Noſtrils;, and if our undutiful and 
indecent Behaviow towards him do eclipſe bis Honour, by 
interpoſing any thick Body between him and his Peoples 
Hearts, or taint the Nations Breath with an il Savour , 
it would be a fad Symptom of the decay of its Vitals: 
Who knows: not, that the uſual Methods of Treaſon and 
Rebellion have been firſt to blacken the Prince, and make him 
ſeem vile to the People, and then to tempt them to op- 
poſe and reſiſt him? Firſt to repreſent him in ſome foul 
ſhape (as the Heathen Perſecutors did the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, when they cloathed them in Beaſts Skins) and then 
expoſe them firſt to be derided, and at laſt to be devonr?d ? 
And what did any Nation ever get by Rebellion, but 
expence of Treaſure and Blood, Rape, Miſery and Ruine? 
In which Point, if we are yet unſatisfied, let us fit down 
and caſt up the Accounts of ours from Forty to Sixty, the 
ſumma tot alis of which will be found to be nothing an the 
Balance, but the loſs of our Liberties, Properties and Religion, 
with the additional Intereſt of Slavery, intailed/ upon us 
and ours for ſo many Years. Can we then better conſult 
the Kingdoms good at this time, than by maintaining the 
Kings Honour, or take a better courſe to keep it in Peace 
and Plenty, than by keeping up a good: Opinion of our 
moſt Gracious Princg among his Subjects; or. ſhew our 
ſelves greater Parriats, or better Friends of our Country, 
than 


Jer. 32. 3 


(62) 
genres our Prince*s Honour, and jealons 
or Actions, which may ſecretly under- 


Po This is a Duty we owe to our Dear A 
of England, from whoſe Breaſts we have 
ſuck'd an wntainted Loyalty, and by whom we have been 
trained up to a moſt: render Zeal for the Honour and Ser- 
vice of: our King, without any relation had to his Religi- 
on. It is well known, That no Church under Heaven ever 
taught her Children more Loyal Principles, or more conſt ant- 
iy than ſhe has done; and therefore no Children on this fide 
Hell, would be more unpardonable for «tti»g Diſloyally 
than hers, She never allow*d any pretence whatſoever to 
diſgage us from our Loyalty; nor did ſhe ever abſolve us 
when we appear'd to want it, but upon ſound and ſincere 
Repentance. The more inexcuſable then were we, if we 
ſhould diſgrace our Breeding and Education under her moſt 
excellent. Inſtructions with any contrary Practices: And 
the more indiſpenſibly are we oblig'd to lay hold of thoſe 
Opportunities, which the Providence of God does now 
offer us, to give the World ſuch a convincing Teſtimo- 
ny of our Loyalty, as unleſs the True gemeine Sons of the 
Church of England ſhew, I queſtion whether it will ever 
ſee. C,,] Loyalty 1. mean, not only bearing patiently, 
but _ loving, and devoutly honouring our Prince, 
though of a different Religion, and not ſpeaking ill of any 
thing, of which he hath himſelf entertain'd a ſacred, or 
would have us have a good Opinion. 

And thus far have Il, in Obedience to your commands, 
expreſſed as plainly as I could, the judgment of my own 
Mind, about this important and ſeaſonable Duty. I am 
ſo· ſenſible of my own wrfiencf for an undertaking of this 
Nature, that nothing but Tom i or a greater command, could 
bave drawn me to make ſuch an eſſay; leaſt ſo good « Cauſe 
ſhould ſuffer more by n Hehe, than gain by my Zeal: 
However, ſuch as it is, I humbly ſubmit it to your better 
judgment; not doubting but that whatever you judge to 
be faid amifs, will be, by your Charity, as if it had never been 
ſaid hy me, and corrected by your Chriſtian Prudence: And 
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